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findl’ steps are concluded by the Soil Conservation Service in|Wash-
ington. It looks like that would be a posmble way of working with
these types of projects.

Mr. Brackmon. I am not quite as familiar with your btate Do
you have one FHA office in Atlanta covering the entire State?

Mr. StePHENS. Yes. :

Mr. Brackmon. You have more than ope office ? “

- Mr. SterHENS. We have a regional éffice. Georgians come there
more frequently than is possible in sox e of the other States of the
region,

Mr.'Brackmon. Where you have one dﬁice, this could be a kaable
thing.  'We have five in our particular State and since I operate under
several offices, I get several different versions of what the little opemt—
ing book says, very frankly, and it could lead to some confusion. |

M, StepuENs. I know what you mean. I just read in the p‘mpel
this morning where in spite of the fact that we passed a bank merger
bill, it is not being read by the Justice Deppartment like T-read it.

The other thing I wanted to inquire of you does not have a direct
bearing on thls testimony, but before long we are going to try to'get
an appropriation for the rent supplement!/program. It is my under-
standing that the National Home Builders Association has endorsed
this. program and is still in favor of the rent supplement bem«r
initiated. Isthat correct?

Mr. Brackmon. That is correct. We came before you last vear
and endorsed rent supplements as a free enter prise way to house low-
income families of this country. We think it has many aspects that
are an improvement over public housing. [T recall that some citizens
living in public housing in certain areas, ofce they reach a particular
income bracket, are reqmred to move. Then they move out of public
housing -and move into—they actually wind up moving into less
desirable housing, and it costs more money.. We contend that in this
rent subsidy program, a man ean live there'and once he obtains suffi-
cient amount of money to pay his way, he'can still continue to liye
there, and over all the time he is reaching the point where he would
be paying his own way, three-fourths of the money goes to his family.

Tt further can prowde, under the rent sugplement program, home-
ownership. As the man not only attains thie point to where he does
not need rent subsidy, where he obtains ad mon'tl money by which
he can make a downpayment or begin to pay a market rate; then he
can, if properly iconceived, become a homdowner and this is very
desir: able, as Mrs. Sullivan 1ndlcated

We also believe that economics will requl{ in compromises to tho
public housing program. It will cost the taxpa. from a 1“9111
supplement standpoint. It will be economic ble when it
comes to the amount of money it takes to house the%e people.  There?
fore, it is desirable from that point of view as well. |

Mr. Barrerr. Will the gentleman yield ? ‘ ‘

Mr. Blackmon, T just want to say that the gentleman from Georgial
has been a great advocate of rent supp]ement% nd has done a splendid|

job on that Tegislation. :‘

Mr. Brackmon. He is to be commended 4nd we in the private |
sector of our business feel that this is a real step in the right direction |

of housing these low-income families and we welcome the ¢ oppm‘tum :‘
to try to do something about it. We hope that Congress will take action |




