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Title IT.: Wd development: and new
communities.—This title would (1) in-
crease the maximum mortgage amount
of FHA title X land development mort-
gages from $10 million to $25 million;
(2) establish & special category:of land
development called new communities,
generally larger in size and scope; (3)
éxempt new community developments
fromethe:existii)g T-year maximum ma-
turity - applicable under title X:;: (4)
require that .participation by small
builders in lané ‘development projects
be particularly! encouraged; and  (5)
make FNMA ' special assistance funds
available, where necessary, for new
community developments.

Title IT would also authorize a new
program of loans (at 4 percent interest
rate) to State or local land development
agencies to acquire land to be used for
well-planned residential neighborhoods,
stbdivisions, and communities. TLand
development agencies would' include
cities - and.. otheri. public corporations
created for that {purpose under Stedte
law. Land acquired would be ‘gold ‘to
private builders '‘at fair market value
for uses in accord with approved de-
velopment plans. Land could be de-
veloped by private builders under FHA
title’ X land development provisions.
Participation of small builders would be
particularly encouraged. For these
loans, $25 million would be authorized.

Titte . III. Urban mass transporta-
—This title would increase by:$95
: on‘the-autherizition for grants un-
der the: Urban Mas$ Transportation Act
of 1964 in order to maintain a $150 mil-
lion program level for fiscal year 1968.
It would also provide $10 million for
mass' transit demonstration grants for
fiscal year 1968.
Title IV. Grants for urben informa-

tion centers.—This title would establish

a new program of HUD grants to States
and metropolitan ared agencies to help
finance (up to 50 perdent of the costs of)
programs for the colldction and dissem-
ination of 1nfom1ati01lnand data needed
for effectively utilizing governmental
programs for the solution of local urban
problems. For fiscal year 1966 $5 mil-
lion would be authorized and $10 mil-
lion for fiscal year 1967.

DEMONSTRATION CITIES AND YRBAN  DEVELOPMENT

NAHB strongly opposes e‘cbemion of
title 5); land * development provisions.
Aiple authority exists for FHA to in-
sure arge developments under the ex-
isting provisions. The administration

f4iled to-demonstrate a needifor an
expatision ‘of the program at this time.
Furth{ riore, | we understand ' that. as
aite(March 9, 1966), although

JTihd development projeets

rocessed; no mortgage - has

ects under: existing title X provisions
can be bvaluated. ‘
NAHB strongly -opposes these
sions which were rejected by Congre«
in 1963} We believe that the admin-
istration has failed to demonstrate|any
need for this proposed governmental
activity inland development operations.
These ptovisions would- eliminate
vate enterprise from land acquisi
and devdlopnient activities by (1.)
abling gévernmental bodies to acq
(at low-ibterest rates) raw land whic h
would ordinarily be available to private
developers, -and (2) restricting the use
of acquired land to uses in accord with
publicly approved development plans.
The mcreasmg amount of private land
development in accordance with modern
land use poncepts makes this admini-
stration proposal unnecessary and uh-
desirable.
NAHB

,x{ent of land”idevelopment ‘;p 0]~

ipports: - the proposed m-

* creases in mass transit grant and dem-

onstration | funds. The mass transit
program pi‘owdes assistance to locali-
ties to devélop a more rational system
of metropolitan. area transportation, an
essential eélement of proper urban
development, I

NAHB Qu. ports the objectives of thm

.proposed grant-program. The need for|

better inforhation and easier access to)
such informdtion (especially in qmallel
localities) isjwidespread.

The type of information contemplated \
under title IV would appear to be most |
useful to locplities taking part in the | \
demonstratioh. cities program, which |
would be authorized under H.R. 12341. “
Accordingly, we recommend that the |

Federal coordinator established. under |

H.R. 12341 be required to supply cities
with this tyge of information. -This
would preventi a proliferation of infor-
mation center$ and make urban infor-
mation and qata savailable in those
loc‘ lities iwhich will need it most.




