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propriate for me as chaitman 6f the task force to comment on‘the natuonal cham+
ber’s position. The Task Force on Economic Growth and Opportunity is an inde-
pendent; ‘group  making: independent. .studies, I, for example, hold no official
position in the national chamber, By “in ependent ” I mean that theé task force
is n6t bound by currént or past policies ‘off'the national chamber and, |conversely,
the nationhl chamber is in ho wa committied to task forcé recommendations. By
“mdependent,” ‘emphatically mean: that {the task force is determined to make
scholarly: and ‘objectivé: stud +Po"¢omipent. at this time on H.R. 12341 and
the natiengl chamber’s testimony when the-task force s study of unban problems
is just underway wotild prejitdice'the study

Furthermore, the reason th task force s launching a derious study of Amer-
ica’s cities is becdause we. believe that pubhc and private policies to solve urban
problems are handicapped by insufficient ‘understanding of the root| causes: of
these problems and of ‘the mest effective; ‘means of solving them. For several
decades we have been creating and’ apvplyxﬁg a galaxy. 'of Programs atz all levels
of government to alleviate ‘our urban pr¢h1ems Despite: this;, some of ‘these
problems ave getting worse rathef than b ter.! It:is: unﬂetstandafble, \therefore,

I ion leglslatlon ‘which they believe
would €88 allv provide; mﬂy _more of the same ;programs, On the other hand,
in: the absence of more knowledge about thd ¢omplexitiés of our urban problemns;
it is understandable why some, people and ‘groups seem unable to preseribe any-
thing different. Hopefully, ‘thie’ task fore study: cah throw new light on our
urban: problems-and help everyone-interestéd in making our cities better places
in which tollve and ‘work.

The Chamber of Commerce of the United i8tates, by sponsoring the task force,
demonstrates its keen interest in helping toisolve human problems. Few if any
business or Iabor organizations have ever sponsored in-depth studies of the kind
the task force is doing. Few isponsoring organizations have given such study
. groups the kind of autonomy enjoyed by the; task force; In our current study of
poverty—which has been in process for over | year and a half and which is very
much a study of human problemis—we have gbtdined contributions fromliterally
hundreds of people in practically évery walk of life and of practically all persua-
sions. In addition to panel discussions and| field trips, we have commissioned
background papers from over 35 experts representing a host of views and ¢pinions.
These papers are being printed in our repofts so that any reader can see for
himself how the task force reaches its concludions and how it agrees or disagrees
with the autHors. 'We plan to follow much the same approach in our $tudy of
cities, which, again, is very much a study of hufnan problems.

And lest there be any question about the specificity and mdependence of task
force recommendations, let me cite but 1:of the 45 recommendations contained
in the 2 reports issued to date on poverty. In our second report, “Poverty: The
Sick, Disabled, and Aged,” the task force recofnmiended that a sig'niﬂcantw way to
help our oldest and poorest citizens-is to bring under the social security retire-
ment program:all Americans 65 years of age nd over who are not now eligible
for benefits. Granted, this recommendation i3:not new, .: But for us on the task
force it followed from an objective consideration of the facts compiled by out-
side experts an{l analyzed by us.

The task force is happy that the U.8. Congkess recently passed Ieglslation to
cover all Amerieans over the age ¢f 72 with a benefit of $35 per month for single
persons and $52.50 for couples. Hopefully, the Congress will, in time, fully im-
plement the tagk force’s recommendation by lowering the e11g1b111ty age to 65
and providing & higher monthly benefit. Most satisfying to:the task force was
that the proponents of the legislation made considerable use of the task force
report during Senate debate. We would like to believe that our recommendation
‘had an influence on the success of the measure* despite opposition by the leader-
ship of the majority party in the Senate. :

The national chamber, through this task fo1 ce, 18 making an 1mportant con-
tribution to helping people. The national chantbér has a long record of support-
ing efforts to help all Americans enjoy the rewalrds of this great land. Since its
support of thé original Smith-Huaghes Act of 1917, the national chamber has ap-
proved legislation and programs necessary to stimulate the development of skills
and human resolirces; necessary to help people become productive and earn good
livings. The natlonal chamber fully supporteéd the so-called impacted areas
education legislation following World War IT!when it was needed. The na-
tional chamber supported several parts of the National Defense Edueation Act.
By supporting the recent income tax cut and a host of programs to promote eco-




