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nomie growth, the national dhariber has ‘cﬁmyibuted ‘to-efforts to help.all Améri-
cans live better. - And by critically bvalwaﬁi;ig: social and economic legislation and
pointing to weaknesses and dangers ‘where "hby exist, the national chamber per-
‘forms a significant service to the Nati n, I/ point thig out simply to correct a
mistaken' impression voiced by people who! are.not fully: aware of the national
chamber’s past and present programs and positions and who judge the organiza-
tioiy solely on: the basis .of its iand on:- a -giVZn issne or legislative, proposal. :

: nake this lqtter“a; part of the record so that the im-
portant distinction in the relationship between myself and the Task Force on
Economic Growth and Opportunity and the Chamber of Commerce of the United
States will be clear:to-all who read:the hearings. arl R s e o

Sincerely, e I8

I sincerely hope you can ma

. i Db 1] : Eewin D. CANEAM,
© Mr. Ruvss. Now, would you commentssir b & .« ©t

Mr. Sreiner. Mr. Reuss; you have indicated that. you. believe that
the problems of cities have eseaped the national ehamber. We do
not believe that this is true. We ‘h%a;va been: students of the problems
of cities for a very longtime, (- ' | i £

Mr. Reuss. I-wassimply referrin tqgourt ithony-here this morn-
ing, the portion that I read, whicl-takes the: position that the cities
have 'adequate:tax: regounces withih‘;&xeir berders, and the Federal
Grovernment hasno helpful role to play e i

- Mr, Sterxer. Thérs are two important peints which might be made
in-this regard.. . . . Fb s Ly :

First is the question. of ‘where the Federal Government gets the
money to supply the 'subsidies that are proposed.. Our conclusions
are that, as we have indicated, the/ Federal Government gets the money
from the same sources that the logal governments get. the money, that
i, from the people. ‘

i bl .
Mr. Reuss.. If I may interrupt ‘; “u‘ there, that is why I cannot really
e g

believe that you. speak .for ‘the . ‘Chamber. Surely, the U.S.
Chamber knows that the reason the Federal Government is needed in
the picture is that wealthy peopié‘——like’ U.S. Chamber of Commerce
members—Ilive in the suburbs, an‘d_‘d‘o‘not contribute tothe well-being
of the central cities, and that 1s why the Federal Grovernment, with its
progressive system of :taxation, has 3 necessary role to play. I just
%mriot believe that you have gone that far back—to President, Mc-
Kinley. - i v ; | .

Mr.ySTEINER. I wish to respond to the gassumptions you have made,
Mr. Reuss. ‘ IS ;

If you willisee on;the first page of our testimony, the statement
indicates the number of businesses underlined that are represeénted
by the national chamber. = There are 3,900 business organizations with
an underlying membership of 4,800,000 businessmen in 50 States. 1
do not think the record will show that there are this many wealthy
businessmen living in suburbs. T‘é‘h@. national. chamber is generally
representative of the whole business community, and this includes
many small businesses aswell as larger businesses. - ‘ :

Mr. Reuss. My point, sir, is that| I do not.believe that the large.
number of those wealthy businessmen living in;suburbs who are mem-
bers of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce agree: with your statement
here this morning. That is why I want Mr. Canham to get on the
record here. e s

Let me ask you this.  Your title is “construction industry manager
of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce”? |

il

Mr. SterNgr. Yes, | 1R




