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I1l.; Kalamazoo and: ?Bsittlef‘ Creek; | Mie ). ;> Minnespolis and Duluth,
Minn.; Lafayette, Ind:; Bloomitgton ad Fott 'Wayne, Ind:’ ;
To complete the record, Mr. Chai nllan\, I submit the text of a letter
from Mr. Charles H. Goddand;Blooﬁﬁ‘ngFon, I g iy o 0
: S U 'MAROH 4, 1966.

DEAR MR. TarcorT:- Indiana’s/ experience w&th urban renewal: and redevelop-
ment as it is ealled in:Indiana, shows the| need for those who are affected by
urban .renewal to have an ‘opportunity to| express themselves by .referendum.
Too often:the ‘municipal officials have seen urban renewal as an. opportunity
to get some money, and to clear away homes for some project'which they think
might benefit the city, without consideration for the people in MThis'is ‘not
a matter of slum clearatice” because “bl‘igpted” areds ax - gupposed /5o . be
slums, although some slim§ are:¢ertainly ﬂ)liﬁght i e S ‘

Indiana has the Redevelopment of Cities and Towns A 53, W

q i

ments, which déscribes and defines what a “bl%ghted"" Béeapse of these

blighted conditions, as so described; an’agency or cérmmission miay be sét up, a
declaratory statement made, and thexpone‘Is eminent :dobddin exercised. : !
statute makes it clear tliat these powers dre/granted Beeause of the existence of
blight blighted areas, the use of which cayses an increase in e and disease,
constitutes a menace to the health, safety, morals, and welfare; and which' con-
ditions necessitate excessivé' expenditures of public funds:for crime’prevention
and punishment, public health,/and safety; ' Unless these: conditions exist there
is ‘no “jurisdietion: so: fo :act, Neverthele s, many -of - the. municipalities, have
undertaken to form the public-agency reguired under the Federal act, to receive
funds, without any effort to.establish that thése blighté ‘

in most instances they do'not exist to-a lﬁr‘g“ex‘e terit .. “Consequently,
the acts of the cities are illegal, and is qujeet to injunction since;these acts are
without jurisdiction. I | ‘ .

Although theFederal law -prpwides foy $oﬁ1‘e.s»comvmunity «approval and partici-
pation, those who are affected by these profects have no opportunity to express
themselves in an effective way. The p hedting provided under the State
}aw, has.r}o definitive effect upon the qut ons of‘the‘u cgrm’lmis%lqn and in mosé:
mstancesl:) lisi dignored. They, brush asid‘e ‘thg‘ protests of the homeowners, an
call the bulldozer. i \ HE . ‘ L
* In Bleomington; there was no effort to obtain-the sentiments-of the people in
the area, nor was there any attempt ﬁole's’p blish that"the area was blighted
according to the act. The testimon_y j‘téth publie:h ~ngvﬁhow_ed only talk
among officials but no securing of evidence to prove ’ghat it was bhghted. :

In Jeffersonville, the disregard of-the people’s rights ‘was even move lextreme.
They sent: inexperienced. housewives a ito a, 80-C;
of the indicia of blight were present, I [
blighted.  New homies and‘developx‘neni;‘s‘ ;
called blighted area. '« . | ‘ Lips g

Now a ‘second effort isheing made to:tear down most of; Jeff
same indifferent, and callous disregard forithe rights.of the homeow:
ilarly no consideration is being given t& the‘?oncern of the people mos ‘
affected. e . ‘ ‘ ! e ‘

In Bategville, Tnd., We have an even 4n-‘ ‘outpageons and high-handed dis'-b
regard for: peoples: property. | The. powe hat - be in 'Batesville decldeddtha
Batesville had not grown as fast as the‘re[vs;t f the;State 80 they;plan tao,corg lemn
two. of the best business district blocks, which show no’evidence of blight, tear
the buildings down atid invite a supermarket to come in- and: buﬂd, ‘hoping it
will bring in new-business. -The businesses, Which'r are :bemg torn down; in‘lmany
cages will ‘not be able to. reestablish themselves-in & pew.area, because. of the
inadequate ptices given: for the buildhqgf ﬁahd the: cost. of new buildings,

Of course, one of the most outrageou ﬁe tures of these programs ig that in
most cases the people are not given pr}ceﬁg vhich will enable them to buy homgs
of comparable character élsewhere, and many of them being older persons, can-
not readily obtain loans forpurchase.l Copsequently, many of the ho;f;eowners
are forced to move:inte inadequate homes, knj to live in hole-in-the-wall place%
Of course, many of these people who haye 11Fved in blighted homes, when move
into new homes, w111' carry the blight/with them. HBradication of blight is not
accomplished by moving ythe blighted into new homes, any more than ‘we change
people’s character or habits by buying thém‘ new clothes. We only change people
by changing them inside, by giving tpqm:hew ideals, by giving them a belief




