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thropy, labor, management, public relations,
social welfare, health education and the
health professions. The insurance contract
that HIP wrote with its subscriber groups
agreed to  furnish comprehensive health
care (within certain limits) in the patient's|
home, in a center or in the hospital. The|
HIP then subcontracted with more than|
80 medical groups, each of which agreed|
to abide by the limitations, standards, qual-|
ity and quantity of care containedin: con-|
tracts written by HIP. The group then|
affiliates with HIP as one of its ‘“centers!’. |
The services included are: ! b

. General medical care and specialis‘stw
medical care; surgical care and ob- |
stetrical care. [ ‘\

. Laboratory and diagnostic procedures,

. Regular and periodic health examina-
tions and other measures for the pre:
vention of diseases; immunizations. H

. Physical therapy, radiological therapy,
and other therapeutic measures, “

. The administration: of blood - and
plasma. ‘

. Eye refractions. ° : !
. When it is prescribed by a phy‘sician‘,
visiting nurse services at home. |

. Ambulance service from| home to |
hospital.36 ‘ ‘
In addition, the group agreed to abide by

the standards set for care by the HIP Medi-
cal Control Board. Also, if gpecialist serv-
ices were required by the patient, he would
be referred at no cost to HIP or the patient,
but paid for by the group through its|
special services fund. |
The HIP established not only \standards|
and administrative procedures for the pro-|
fessional care rendered but, also, standards|
for the center, space and layout, hours,|
scheduling and, most important, the quali-|
fications of the professional personnel. as-|
sociated with the group as well ag their as-|
signed functions. It, further, required that |
each of the groups furnish specialist |serv- |
ices in obstetrics and gynecology, ophthal- |
mology, -orthopedics, . otolaryngology, pedi- |
atrics, urology, neuropsychiatry, general |
medicine, general surgery, dermatology, |
clinical pathology, pathologic anatomy and |
diagnostic and therapeutic roentgenology. |
The overwhedming number of subscribers
to HIP are members of occupational groups,
business and industrial firms, city agencies, ‘
non-profit organizations, (and the depend- |
ents of the employees). Two general cate- |
gories of contracts are written—those in

geographical areas in which group centers |

exist, and those where they. do not exist. The
subscribers to the latter receive cash pay-
ments for their expenses. All subseribers are
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urged - to, in addition . to 'HIP, maintain
hospitalization insurance such as Blue Cross
insofar as the HIP coverage does not in-
clude it except for doctor care while in
the hospital. With the adjunct of hospitali-
z#tion, the coverage of the individual is
rather ‘complete and comprehensive in
scope. However, . there is a wide area of
coverage which HIP did not originally offer
in its coverage, some of which has been
added. The original exclusions were:

'11. Medical services for any condition,

'l aceident or injury where such serv-

ices are covered by workman’s com-

pensation, veterans status, special
legislation, etc.

. Care for acute alcoholism, drug addic-

tion, tuberculosis, mental or nervous

disorders, and chronic illness requir-
ing long term hospitalization in other
than a general hospital.

Cosmetic surgeéry.

. Blectrolysis.

Dentistry.

Prescribed : drugs, prosthetics, eye-

glasses, hearing aids.

Special duty nursing.

Medical service for the administration

of blood, plasma and anesthesia; lab-

oratory and diagnostic procedures;

.| physical therapy; X-ray or radio-

| ;| therapy required in a hospital.37

| " Cash payments are made by HIP for

“insured persons suffering from injury for

|which., hospitalization s necessary .but

|ordered by another physician other than one
|affiliated with HIP. Similarly, when an in-

“sured becomes ill outside of the geographi-

lcal | area, served by HIP, cash payment

lis made. Preventive services are stressed in

HIP with the base being a.complete and

thorough annual examination. In line with

‘the iprevention theme, HIP stresges health

pducation through information dissemina-

tion|to the subscriber. One.of the most im-

portant contributions. made by HIP to the

hational public health has been through its
¢omp1"ehensive statistical research data an-
aly]%;d through the years with the use of

IBM computation methods. Such items as

incidence, utilization and medical experi-

ence| have formed a wealth of information

Qf an invaluable nature and never before

gathered.

| In| setting premium rates, four general

categories were established:

L | Single person earning less than $6,000.
| Family unit earning less than $7,500.
|Single  person earning more  than
1$6,000. i

.| | Family unit earning more than $7,000.
| The most usual arrangement was for the

“ ‘eh‘x‘plqyer to pay 50 percent of the premium.
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