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has to be used for community facilitibs of all descriptions—sewers,
water systems, parking installations, dnd everything of that nature
simply cannot be funded or'is not funded to a level to absorb the im-
pact of the tremendous heavy expense intvolved in rapid transit. |
The Transportation Act, which is sét up, as you know, to provide
funds for the purchase of equipment or construction, does not provide
any advance whatever for engineering,jand it just seems to make sense
to me that the same organizations, thefsame officials, who make deci-
sions that a project is a feasible and feasoniable one in which/ money
should be invested by the Federal Gdvernment with the local com-
munity for engineering, should be thelsame people who would make
the decision as to whether or not or te what extent money would be
gﬂt in to support the construction. So, we do support very strongly
Jongressman Adams’ amendment, and T'would like to say that I speak
here for not only the city of Seattle, but for the U.S. Conference of
Mayors and for the National League of Cities in support lof this
measure. ' B |
If this amendment is enacted and advances cotild ‘be made from the
funds’set ‘tp In the Mass Transportati¢pn Act, we can actually start to
make some progress toward the objectives of thisact. ‘
As it stands, there are few cities, ag T undeérstand it, wholare far
enough along that they can ‘actually logically ask for, and get, and use

money for: construction. If some of this money could be advanced
for planning, we would then be moving toward the time when the cities
would be able to present a proper case to the Federal authorities for
support, and would be able to go to their people for necessary ﬁ‘imncing

to carry the local share of theburden.

We have already used considerable Federal money in this feasibility
study. We would feel that it would|be certainly a tragic waste of
money and of our time and effort if wWe cannot proceed with the next
step. - It is our estimate that even though having moved as fast as
possible from the time, it would be sorthewhere in the neighborhood of
8 years before the first train could roll, and this is probably going to
be about 8 years too late. : ' !

I think with this T will conclude. I would certainly welcome ques-
tions if the members of the committeé have any that they would like
to direct to me. - 1

Mr. BarrerT. Does that complete your statement ? |

Mr, Braman. Yes. o ‘

Mr. B T\rm‘ Thank you, Mr. Maygr.

(The comnplete'statement of Mayor Braman follows :) |
: \
|

Mr. Chairman and members of the comx%;ittee, my name is J. D. Braman, I
am mayor of the city of Seattle, and I am most pleased to have this opportunity
to share my views on the problems of urban mass transportation, as|they per-
tain to my own city and as they affect many other of-the great citi‘es of this
country. :

The problem of moving people and things through out cities and to specific
points in our cities is every bit:as important to the physical health of our urban-
ized nation‘as the:problems of blight, poo%lse of land, inadequate housing and
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open space.i Indeed, they are so intertwinéd that to solve one is to partially al-
leviate the others. They should most infelligently. be attacked on jall fronts
simultaneously. | |
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