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vive our city centers, to open up the flexibility of movement to the jobs
that ‘will-help our ‘dis@dvantaged‘citiz‘éns, and to help reduce air pollu-
tion is to provide the modern mass transit facilities that will attract
all who travel within our cities. | | /| : ‘

I would like respectfully to $uggést‘to the members of this com-
mittee that:when the 1964 Mass| ’iransportation.Act was passed, the
Congress made a commitment to the Nation for Federal support for
mass transit—a commitment, I should like to think and would sug-
gest to you, gentlemen, that was an'enduring:one—until such time as
the mass transit systéms of the urban|centers of America have caught
up with other means of travel whieh, in the past, have been so heavily
supported by the Federal dollar, 'The word on everyone’s lips is, of
course, “balance”. I believe that is what we all seek—a balanced Na-
tional, State, and local transportation policy:seeking appropriate em-
phases on rubber and rail, in order Trhat‘ the ‘Nation might have the
maximum benefit of each to the exclusion of neither.

If, then, this is what the Congress'did—surely it is what the Presi-
dent urgeé. it to do~=then I respestfully submit that we must be realis-
tic in terms of the future. 'We must think in'terms of billions of dol-
lars for capital expansion of our mass transit'systems. -

TIn 1962, the Institute of Public Administration made a report to
the Secretary of Commerce an the then Housing Administrator
which estimated the national total capital requirement for mass trans-
portation through 1972 at $9.8 billion. This was only a rough and
tentative estimate based on limited data. Other urgent needs may
exist, but planning in many communities had not reached the point
of cost estimates: e B e : :

I believe that that need-is seriously underestimated, and T suggest-
that ultimately the figtire of $12 bil]iop is more realistic.: I.intend to
seek from the New York [City fathers a total:of $134 billion for sub-
way expansion in New York City overthe next 10:years. : :

et me, at this point, suggest to you a rather panoramic view: of
what could be done in America if we change our-way of thinking about
this program in térms‘of its basic financing. - If this bill passes, the
Corgress “will have: appropriutedj ome' $470 million in 4 years for
capital expansion’ of mags transit systems. This is on the average of
$117,500,000 per year. Lf, instead of outright grants, this money had
béen used ‘for grants for the debt service requirements on State and
local public agency bonds sold to finance mass transit facilities; the
moneys the Congress hag'alrendy made availablewould have supplied
nearly $2.5 billion-of capital.. On.a 50-50 Federal and local match-
ing grant basis, almost $5 billion of ‘eapital expansion in mass transit
systeins all over America would have been available if the Federal
Government were willing to continue even this limited present rate
of outlay. - v o oo bli| el

Gentlemen and Mrs. Dwyer, I suggest to you that if such a program:
had been ‘approved, we would alréady have been transfiguring the
face of America. We would be doing'it now; we: would be e oying
the benefits sooner—and the:costs of the imprevements would be lower
now- than they will:be 10 or 20 years/from now:if:we continte the
gresent mithod of finaneing: - The very thought.of what could be

one on a pay-as-you-use basis is bl*‘eathtakingt. ¢ Forexample, under




