. |
916 DEMONSTRATION ' CITIES AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

\
submittéd by Congressman Widnall, ’of New Jersey, which I feel is a
very logical and practical extension ofithat act.
Mr. Chau'man, and members of the comiittee, that oonciudes my
oral statement. ‘
(The oomplete stabemenrt of Mr. Sc aefer follows:) |

TV OR: GlmE R. SCHAEFER, DIB.EO B, MAss TRANSIT. OPERATIqNs WEST-
(ANGHOUSE: AIR BRAKE ()OMPANY (WaBco), PITTSBURGH, Pay .

an - and gentlemen of :the com mittée, my name:is Gene R; Schaefer.
of massitransit operations for the Westmghouse Air Brake Co.
aheo), dquartered in Pittsburgh, My.: company’s lnterest in and
knowledge ‘of urban and m'terux'ban trangportaticn ‘developmerits. and deficien-
cies is based-on-yéars of experience in uj ying thisindustry. Today our work
- in thé'urban transit field rangés from taking preliminary soil samples, to air pol-
Tution studies; from tunnelingiand excavating roadbeds; to designing qmd manu-
facturing  computerized control systems fpr new transit properties. In fact,
Tnearly 75 pereent of the world’s present rapid transit systems are, in' one way or
-another, o‘,nstructed controlled braked, gouted or protected by Wabco prod:
i transit is great.
See the urban mass tra; onrtatlon
_e is based not.only on ournhong -range
[ and necessity of making ‘a profit to stay in business—-it is also
ba 'd on-ofir, firm belief that improved “and adequate mass transportation will
1 our’eities better places in which to°'live.'
ith few'exceptions in recent years; thlh country’ssurban mass trapsit facili-
t1e§ hiave been little improved and are genérally inadequate to meet fast growing
urban area, transportation needs As is often the case, this in: xdequaéw was not
publicly recognized until it became a semoﬁs pmblem in many cities; [Today the
lack of adequate means to eﬁimentlv move: great numbers of ‘people 1qt0, out of,
and within! urbancenters is recognized as’ more ‘rhan a local problem. It has
become:al dilemma ‘of national importance.| - |

Let meput the problem in perspective as ¥ see it. (L

iously ingdequate facilities to serve essential needs of the people living

18 at’'the root of the mass thansportation problem. Uxbamzatmn
until nearly 70 percent of oyr pepulation ig‘concentrated in urban
ass. transit facilities: have not..only deteriorated, they. have  de-
te population growth will me ian further urban growth. By 1980 it
-million and that 8 out ‘of every 4

S ‘ban transportation need% will grow
accordingly.

Urban growth haq brought changing hrvmg habi Growing
masses:of people living. farther from :theip:places of work and the city’s core
need:and want fast transportation. The a' tomoblle with its fiexibility and con-
venience, has been increasingly used to meat most of the expanded. transportation
demmand. o

But it hais become ‘evident that:thé aubbobile alone cannot pmvidf‘ the total
answer for| the transportation needs of a piodern urban area. Traffic flow. has
0 d the capacity of. our 'streets 'and highways; on- and. off-street parking
facilities are filled as fast as provided: bfimper-to-bumper travel and the com-
patltlon for: varking space are levying heaty tolls on the finances, the time, and
the nérveés of urban and suburban dwellers; -

Although the great majority of total usban transportation needs is and will
continue to be met by private/auto travel, imm*oved publie transportation in our
cities ‘will'ireduce the overall cost. of m'oqiding adequate tranmorhgmn facili-
ties and will g'ive their residents greatly incveased convenience and flexibility of
choice. i

In our larger.cities, as much as 90 ner’ ent. of the peak- hom' travel into the

eity is depéndent on public transportationi-a daily mass transfer of popnlation

that can’onlv be met by large-scale transft; such as buses, subways/ and com-
muter trains.  Also, many.persons in th large and -small urb‘fm‘armq are
comnletely .denendent on public transportation at all times. They indlude those
too voung or to old to-drive. and those wholfind owning a car too mconvement or
too’ expensive. i \




