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3.. Chicago: On my own property, the Chicago Transit Authority,
we have been greatly encouraged. by the-success of the new Skokie
Swift suburban: rapid transit service which was made possible by a
Federal demonstration grant. In:this instance, the Federal demon-
stration grant has served as the risk ﬂnq 1ey for a transit service which
was especially difficult to assess in advance from the standpoint of
patronage. . St

The actual average patronage o more than 7,000 rides per day,
as eompared with our prior estimate of 1,500 rides per day has more
than justified the Federal grant. As anl indirect result of the success.
of Skokie Swift and the initial Federal acts themselves we have now
begun a preliminary planning program for a new downtown Chicago
subway and an extension of rapid tr n‘sﬁt to the northwest and south-
west areas of Chicago. . These are needed.

4. San Francisco: The entire rapid transit industry stands to gain
from the technical and research devél‘opment program now being
conducted by the San Francisco ]B‘al‘y‘; rea Rapid Transit District
under a Federal demonstration grant.. This project covers automatic
train operations, noise control, better [ri(jing qualities, improved track
construction, and similar experiments, All of these subjects have been
important, areas of interest in which industry did as much as it
could. Until Federal assistance bec m’él available, the industry sim-

ply did not have the money in suff ieth amounts to carry out this
1mportant research. | blebbe At | \
As a result of the research in San Francisco there has been gen-
erated some $75 to $100 million of research by private industry. ‘
5. Bastern cities: You have heard ﬁtbo“ut the eastern. eities so I will

not discuss that. ; b ;

6. Other cities: Rapid- transit has| been discussed in many other
cities over the years. - Because of the fi m‘jlcial problems involved, these
plans have remained dormant. However, now the Federal Govern-
ment is providing assistance for both' public and: private transporta-
tion, there has been a resurgence of interest in the possibilities of rapid
transit in many of these cities. This is exemplified in such cities as’
Los Angeles, Pittsburgh, St. Louis, Baltimore, Atlanta, and most:
recently Seattle, as the mayor has indicated. As you are well aware,
rapid transit will be provided in Washington, D.g., under a separate
act.of Congress. P ik :

All of these cities and many‘ot‘hers\tﬂmoughout the Nation are recog-
nizing the advantages of rapid transit—that is, offstrieet, grade-sep-
arated facilities. ' Only high-capacity, grade‘-‘separarted rapid transit
can successfully perform these most necessary funetions:

1. Reduce street traffic congestion in the cores of metropolitan areas.

2. Cope with the mass transportation needs of the growing concen-
tration of population in metropolitana eaF. i

8. Provide the speed and attractiveness of service that will induce a
great many motorists to leave their cars at home, or at least use rapid
- transit for part of their daily tril‘as‘ into high population density
areas. e

There exists today, @ serious lack lof ‘adequate ‘high-speed, . high-
capacity rapid transit in most of our metropolitan areas. Existing
rapid transit systems should be exten‘silv‘el expanding and improving




