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their facilities and their service to the public. A number of cities
of major size do not have any rail rapiditransit at all.

' Great 49 is theneed now for rail rapid transit, it will be mucl{greater
by 1980, ‘When, -according 'to populafjion experts, 85 percent 0f the
Nation’s Tapidly expanding populatioh will be toncentrated in metro-
politan ‘areds.” The year 1980 may spund far off, but 14'years is a
short period to accomplish improvemehtsof this magnitude. - _

“The reasons why there is &/ seriousftack ‘of rail rapid t‘ranﬁit today
and why 'existing rajpid transit systeins cannot expdnd to meet even
today’s needs’ are obvious. " Rapid tramsit systems are costly"_ to: con-
struct, to maintain and to operate.  Major 1mprovements and exten-
siong’ canhot possibly be finariced but of the fare -box alone at
reasonablé rates of fare. LS A £
2 ‘and 1964 have ‘established
neéded by our urban/ commu-

f Federal assistance made

will be needed., In the
] b transit a‘lon‘p will be’
evaluated interms: ] s ratherthin millions of dollars. :

Consequently, the Institute for Ralpid ‘Transit believes that a con-
tinuous and expanding program will' be required in the years ahead.
We would like to point out that many of ‘our cities have been handi-
capped by the-two-thirds, one-third mhtching fund requirements under

i Mass Transportation Act, If 90-10 matching funds could

ailable, as is-provided in the interstate highway program,

it would ¢nable mueli gredter participation in'this ‘program by cities
throughout the country. | - i o .

It is extremely important that our pities be assured that the Federal
aid to transit will be a ‘continuing’ program.: As I-am sure we all
realize, the planning of improvements of this scope require Fonsider—
able time, and cities Taust be'assured that the pregrams can be carried
out if thdy are to undertake ventures of this magnitude. |

Therefore, gentlemen, on behalf ofithe Institute for Rapié Transit,
I respectfully urge that this committes recommend to the Congress
the enactment of the legislation coverpd by H.R. 12946. :

“Mir: Bamgrrr: Mr. DeMent, I certdinly -want to ‘compliment you on

fine statement. I have no: dquestions, but: this indicates that
you have/done an impressive amountj-of research and study." “You are
certainly to be ecommended for yourfigé'statement. - -

Mr. Widnall? g o bl 42

Mr. Wipnart. Mr. DeMent, I ‘think we ‘are all very grateful for
your bringing your long and sound éxperience in rapid transit to the
committee and giving us your viewsias president of the Institute for
Rapid Transit. i

I think we appreciate being brought up to'date and we pa%ticula,rly
were interested in the applictaions that have been taken on the exist-
ing pregrams and ‘the 'good ‘use-to |which demonstration funds and
other funds have been put. £ '

I note that your recommendationjto the Congress is thaé you rec-
ommend 'enactment ‘of H.R:. 12946.] T do not believe you have had
an ‘oppottunity to examine my bill,/H.R. 13732, which was not sub-
mitted until March 16 and which authorizes additional annyal appro-




