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PRELIMINARY PLAN PROPOSALS FoR N‘b TH-CENTRAL-EAST AREA, PHILADELPHIA
Crry PLANNING CoMMISSION, Marct 1966

DESCRIFITON OF MHE AREA

The North Central Bast sectioliof Plj‘iladelphia ig-bounded on the north by
Lehigh ‘Avenue, on the east by t}lx;De aware River: pierhead line, ‘on the.south
by Spring Garden Street and on te -we%st by :Broad Street. According' to. the
1960 census 152,305 people lived her-jp 48,864 awelling units. Sixty-three per-
cent’ of ‘these ‘dwelling ‘units were snsidered sound with -all facilities. The
population has declined from a higlrecorded in the 1950 census of 205,137,
A large part of this decline can be theen ¢4 extensive urban renewal activity
in the western part of the area.. Thx and three-story row houses form the
dominant residential pattern.- In g tal, ‘the two-story structures exist on
the minor streets and in the newly coStiteq urban renewal areas. The large,
three-story houses, now often convertd t, p, ltifamily use, front on the majof
streets, and in the area bounded by Ffth ‘treet, Bighth Street, Girard Avenye
and Norris Street. Except for public ousiip ang Temple University, there are
no large multifamily high-rise structur|in Nosth Gentra] Bast, ’

In addition to the predominant redontigy \Ise, many -commereial establish-
ments have located in continuous strijalon Kénsington Avenue, Germantown
Avenue, Frankford Avenue, Front Str¢ Lehigh Avenue, Girard Aventie, Broad
Street, and parts of Marshall Street A | d Street.  In addition ‘smaller
establishments are scattered throughét‘e residehtial blocks, Most of these

" § 1t-Toch i
shopping areas serve the adjacent rommunity but: thoge located on B
Street,. Lehigh Avenue, Front Street,)d E.ﬁank'ford Avenue:'Seek’ g bro;?izg
market. Completely modern §h0ppin§cx ities are rare in: thig ‘Area, ;
Next to residential, industrial uses sumed t}g sreatest amotint. of Iand in

North Central East.  Except for Peﬂ['I;

; Lreaty ‘Park and-a new. reg 4
shopping complex, port o_mented_uses lé.he 5 of the Delawarga}?j%g
An area predominantly industrial bu‘g_d; i dential and .
extends. from Fifth Street to Frankf()} en Berks Strect ro Snial
Garden Street. North of ‘Berks Streemnu‘ acturing plants line bty mrng
of American Street to Lehigh Avenue. 148 0f lesser size oceur along en e
Avenue and the Ninth S}Eregt .lme of theding Railroad. In addition to (oS0
obvious concentrations individual plante sentterag through the ge.. e
apparent pattern., e | o

Six hospitals, St. Mary’s, Ixensil}gton.,:;cop%n’ St. Christopher's, . ki
and Stetson along with Temple University the Salvation Atmy ars b majo}i
institutions \in the area. Temple Uniye jg o nding the present e
with an extensive building program. %t.‘ ’s, 8t. Chris topher’s, ang Enisens
have recently engaged in major new Coletign, Iy, addition to thoo sorL
tutions, many churches and local clubs ,atp‘ifed throughout North Central
East. 1 ‘

There are 13 playgrounds and 6 parks i compynit . A1l the pl;
are below the minimum recommended 8izhey! 3, ot 3;) rovide ag Ef)(;;gtg'g(;ugg:
for field games or for:fieldhouses. Thfas nadequate for the e D

PROPOSALS FOR NORK1gAr pagy

Housing i ;

In August 1965 the Philadelphia Depart,s tzicenses s : .
tified 8,926 derelict structures and 1544 |d 155 5, p. 8 :g el;sl)ﬁ;f;i %dtelxl:
lots are grouped to form larger parce Sproduce an immediats B
improvement in the physical envu'onn}én ) gain a net incrense in Born oy
quality and the number of the housing l'itfis DTOpOsed that the oy O(;
Philadelphia- acquire through the procedyy ned in the derelict o Zrt
program all those properties outside areas ted for oth er uses and tragsfey
them to the Philadelphia Housing Develgr;orp. The Philadelphiy Housl-‘
ing Development Corp. would then choose bilitate O Tebuild the promor:
or sell it to the Philadelphia Housing Auth(]i h would under take tos ls)amg
action, |

This net gain in the total number of hous,g v 45 1o used

1, It will provide new quarters for fa lﬁently living inna (Si‘;;igiltvgggi
crowded conditions.




