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1022 DEMONSTRATION CITIES AND |URBAN DEVELOPMENT!

STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF DEMONSTRATION CITY LEGISLATION

city suffer from physical decay, social unregt;:and economic:difficulties| suburbs
sprawl over ithe countryside draining h .;and- financial resources while- in-
creasing denia.nds for municipal services. The pattern of modern urban develop-
ment: iy ke an expanding wheel, the hub-df which needs Tepair.

.'We are gniurban civilization. Over three-quarters of all Americans live in our
urban centérs. The future of these cities will determine the future of our Na-
tion. All levels of Government must fully| comprehend this and cooterate in

American (cities are in serious trouble. hile. the older, sections of E:e inner

finding selutions to the problems besetting the city. .

These problems are complex. . With the dxodus of business from the central
city, blight -and decay erode property valuesj disperse business and civic leader-
ship, and roly the city of its vitality. The: ugliness and absence of economic. op-
portunity: which this. exodus legves behind alienates the indiivduall and ep-
presses:the-human spirit, - Halfhearted efforfs and patchweork cannot solve these
problems,:  But major surgery and comprehensive physical, economic, a‘td social
redevelopment will reneéw: the city. i SR b

The central city must be completely overhfiuled, slums eliminated, and human
and physical blight: arrésted: - Comprehensive! fiiture planning must be a part of
this effort. Hase of aceess-human convenignee, esthetic improvements| and ex-
-panded social; educational, and ‘economie opportunity are some of the goals that
must be achieved. . i |

This job cannot be dome be local governmant alone.  This job canno»t‘ be. done
by private:enterprise alome. : But ceoperation among levels of government and
private enterprise can get the job done. .

Intergovernmental cooperation in meeting the needs;of urban society is nothing
new. The cancept.of H.R..12841 simply expfinds. upon such .cooperation to meet

“one :of our most:severe- urban:problems. THe: ¢oncept is sound and represents
a challenge fo the Nation to do those thingd now that will shape the future of
our cities. N% AR RTINS g
' . G ns 1; - SORANTON, PA., March. 21,1966.
Hon. WILEIAM A. BARRETY, . R A
Chaipman, Subcommittee on Haoysing,

House Banking ond Currency Commitiee,

Washingtom,D.O. : . ; : : ! ‘

Drar Sir:: On Tuesday, Mareh 15, 1966; M»ayor James J. 'Walsh -and a’ com-
mittee of loeal .citizens appeared before tk¢: Subcommittee on Housing of the

‘House Banking and Currency Committee tand testified in. support of early
enactment:.of .the demonstration cities progham now umder study in Congress
and expressed desire that Scrantom might beiincluded in the program,
At a meeting held .on. Mareh 16, the city founeil of Scranton, Pa., concurred
with the testimony of Mayor Walsh and his committee and gave fullT support
and endorsement to the program, i -

We sincerdly hope that if and when the pfogram is approved that the city of
Scranton will be given serious consideration; for inclusion in the demonstration
cities program. .

Respedtfully yours,
. FRANK DESARRO, Oity‘ Olerk.

[Telegram]

WASHINGION, D.C., Maréh 21, 1966, .

Hon. WiLLIAM A, BARRETT, ’
Chairman, Housing Subeommittés, .
Committeeon Banling and Curvéney, ; ‘
Raybwrw Havse Offec Buitding, . |
Washington; D.C.: . i . : [
This m-ganﬁzation‘ représenting thousands f ‘employees adversely affected by
Department ¢of Defense and other base closufes respectfully urges your |subcom-
mittee to incorporate into H.R. 13064, provikions which will clarify th{ law to

commit the Government to the orderly and expeditious acquisition of homes of
such adversely affected employees as a cost klement in the closing of such Fed~
eral installations.




