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Only in this way, with each ooordﬁna,tor wielding a broad scope
of powers, can we see an effective and well-functioning program
resulting. ot

Finally, we feel that a prime fastod in the selection of the|demon-
stration cities should be the effect that the chosen cities can have in
sharing the benefits of their experiencp:under this program with oth-
er communities around them. - 1

This pregram has to bel more tha st a handout for 60 lucky
munlcipwlﬁglés. It has to benefit as wifle an area and as broad |a range
of urban situations as possible. - |

Almost dny city, of course, could apply this new program for their
individual benefit, but many of these cities are surrounded by well-
to-do suburbs which do not face the plight of America’s aging urban
centers. Other cities, in contrast, ave at the hub of poverty and
deterioration in the form of smaller municipalities which have neither
the resources nor the potential for ovércoming their problems.

Jersey City, for instance, is surrdunded by 11 smaller Hudson
County communities whieh are strugiling with varying degrees of
effort and guccess to meet many of theldame urban problems faced by
Jersey City itself. : .

But Jersey City is fortunate to have}four colleges within its bound-
aries, and their enrollment in a demonstration cities progrmp could:
help spread the results of this effort farwitside our own'eity limits.

We see city officials from not only other Hudson County comxﬂquniti es
but from municipalities throughout New Jersey participating in week-
long on-the-job training courses in which they would see and|experi-
ence firsthand how to cope with the mény problems involved in urban
renewal.: | : b ‘

‘We see the Federal coordinator:angl:the local coordinatorLjointly,
maintaining a regional urban resourcep eenter—a library of pertinent
regional “data ‘and rTecent publicatipns : available to all nearby
municipalities. T v v

We see Jersey City gaining from the experience of its sister munici-
palities even as they are seeing how cémmunity renewal can work in
their own cities—and this entire appraach to the demonstratiitn cities
program simply wouldn’t-be of real effect: in the center city which
is surrounded by quiet, well-ordered isuburban “eountry-club” com-
munities. ' This should be an importapt factor in the demonstration
cities program, we feel. | per o K
. In conclusion, let me stress my enthysiasm for the potential of this
dynamic néw approach to selving the problems—indeed, the crisis—or
our aging cities. And unlike some whe fear this proposed massive
Federal involvemerit in the battle agdinst blight, we of Jersey City
know from; personal experience that Hederal, city, and State jauthor-
ities can work together to achieve results of lasting benefit |for the

eople. 1
P AE(, this .moment, a unique experiment in urban redeyelopknent is
underway in Jersey City, the results oft which we know will eventually
be hailed by citizens from all parts of our great Nation as & major
achievement of enlightened government. I ey

1 speak off Liberty State Park on the Jursey City waterfront immedi-
ately behind historic Ellis Tsland anditlie’ Statue of Liberty. | Jersey
City conceived this 400-acre reczeational and cultural facility| several




