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The demonstration area totals apf) bx%xa@ely 4,200 acres, whichwisi about 40
percent of ‘the city.: The populationis estimated .to: be about 113,700, or 41
percent of the city total.: | ‘ i sl gd i Y o : :

The nonwhite segment of 'ghe popthlé,;tioh nd. other mmm';lty,.grqups‘ are.mov-
ing into this area in increasing numb TS | The} median famlly income was esti-
mated_ in 1960 to be $4,6Q0, as compared tg_ a city average of $5,~3‘_24. Unémploy-
ment is more prevalent in‘the demo| %‘tra ion ‘area than in the:city as-a whole,
with an unemployment rate of 6.6 pereen'F in:1960/as compared: to the citywide
average of 5.8 percent:: e S .

Hougsing in t%% dembonstration 'are;zi‘isi Eredomdnantly a mixture of itwo- and
three-story frame or brick structures; m myao;t} which have beer} converted to
higher densities ‘than they vverei ‘0 -ﬁinally built tfo:', , dIt és estimated. that a
third of the: 35,800 housing units in area are substandard. ; :

et e e e i bben re o osomAed
obsolete. ourteen o e. 15 pu 'schools servi he: area v .
The demonstration area-has all of the social problems wihi‘ch‘-result from: long-
e oot otlonts 1 4feny Ol aTvendy. bas avested oF edr
ell aware o e area’s problems, Jersey Oity :alr -
marked a great amount of money ‘fo‘r ithe- neighborhoods involved. through its
capital improvemeénts program. In addition, the city is:now censtructing or l}as
in the planning stage five urban re ewhl. projects ‘within . the . demonstration
area’s boundaries, but: the last-of these IF not expected to ‘be-completed before
1975. Flays ;

Although  the city’s share. of thésé urﬂoan Tenewal projects will exceed $17
million, it is:increasingly apparent that many imearby. ‘similarly " deteriorated
neighborhoods% will remain outside tlgebclt;' éslresources undgr cux;lrent l})rogrammai

When all of the city’s.longirange ecapital improvements and urban renewa
projects have been completed, poverty, deterioration, and social ills will still
q'emain. _I.Jimited by-a restricted ﬁ ancial sjtuation which is threatened by ris-
ing municipal expenses and steadlly ﬁiwihdhng revenues, the pace of. the' J: ersey
City renewal effort-to date has been [too slow to catch-up with the rapidly in-
creasing rate of physical and socia]*qec%'.
|

“B. Proposed overall strategy

The city’s program for.a Sucéessfﬁl‘ rﬁpewal demonstration:is based upon the
or:

coordjnation of four-lines of endeay urban: renéwal projects and capital
improvements ; complete, intégrated, services to the family and general popula-
tion; centralized records, inspections, and services to the buildings; and com-
prehensive citywide and:neighborhood planning. @ .

1. All the urban renewal projects within the demonstiation area, plus other
programs now in existence or plaJn ed |for the immediate future, will be in-
cluded in the demonstration program. | Since several of the planned projects
can promptly-be put into execution, i;heixle will be immediate and important re-
sults. They will provide centers of strength from which to work. )

Thig process will have a mutually reinforcing .effect on both the urban. re-
newal projects and the entire demonstration area in terms of marketability,
rehabilitation, and physical and social integration. The capital improvements
carried out as part of the projects will act as model points; and it will be easier
to extend these improvements into other parts of the demohstration area.

2. A series of neighborhood cenl}ers‘\hill be established which will give one-
stop service to -all persons who need public or-private ‘dssistance of any sort.
They will be patterned after neighborhpod centers already established by the
city’s antipoverty. organization. |

These neighborhood centers will ﬂtriwie to cut redtape, and will make every
effort to induce persons who are now suspicious of Government, to participate
in the varied services and programs which ‘will be offered. It 'is hoped that
through 'these . neighborhood | centers the socially disinherited can acquire a
feeling of community participation End“i volvement, -

3. A central facility to keep recldfro;s on all aspects of building conditions and
ownership in the demonstration area will be established within the area itself.
This operation also will provide a full range of services relating to rehabilitation,
upgrading, financing, and building complaints.. All of the problems and diffi-
¢ulties which result’ from the eff%rﬂ; to physically upgrade the demonstration
area thus will be focused in one ope}*afionl.




