STRATION CITIES AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT
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The mayprs have been misled and they wiill see that this is so. But the country
c_am;qt wait these precious years, when the growth 1§ rolling in onjour cities,
and stand:aimlessly wringing ‘our hands: guish 'abbdt our'inability to handle
the demands of “drban: growth. Wé owe it to ouf country to'make our civiliza-
tion' the bést that v nd riot ‘heldfit: back to something much less than
the best; in order to-avoid unhappy contrést with the 'wornout, old inner cities
which:we know ' we: must renew. R PR e | ‘

And what -about thie homebuilder? Thé homebuilding industry is lone of the
largest industries in America, and yet there are no large eorpora’tio;j)s engaged
in it ' It 'dy:a’ prolifération of ! small -entérprises that, individually, lack ‘the
capitdl to: énguge: in largesgcale development!  Fhere arée'very few, if any, hoine-
builders daé America who-tould have, outléf their ‘own resources; invested $23°
million to {#cquire the-land that will be [Columbia. And without such large-

‘ v, ‘eoriprehénsive planriing and: good eoinniunity development

Let mié ilbastrates |’ 0 oo ‘

&|major ‘stream’ valleys in our area—

J iogerlgndholdings were large enough: to

transfer development out of ‘these areas onto the land most suitable for develop-

ment. *'We have thus been-able to establsh lakes, bridle paths and an open-

space: systém which will servé the entire dity:of Columbia:  Our first/ two' lakes
will cost owver:$1;500, g

A builder "acquiring a few hundred acrég or even a thousand acres could not
possibly have absorbed this:cost. 1
$100: per-agre’ to our land cost—less; weilje

2.7 hgve provided for a ;public-transp
system, ‘rubnilig on - its: own -right-of-way}-separated from-. thé roads and the
pedestrian |walkways ; connecting all the ge centers, downtown, Vpnd major
employmbnt centers. Forty: percent of the population will live within a 2-minute
wallk of 4 Bus stop. - Busesiwill run every §1 es' at 10. cents a ride/for adults
and: a nivldel a 'ride forikids, and;-accordihg’ to: our: engineering projections, be
fully ‘deofiomic; - But: the isuceess of this system depends upon a: wide variety of
uses—major employment centers, retail stores, offices, hotels, schools, -ete., and
a large population of prospective users. A’ development of a few hundred, or
even: a few thousand aeres, could not hope to provide such a system.

8. We Have been able, in Columbia, to relate the schools to the communities
they served-an :elementary school at the Heart of each neighborhood; a junior
high school and a: high school at the heartof each village. All kids will be able
to walk op-ride a-bike to school. At the prpsent cost of sehool.busing in Howard
County, ‘1 lis* possible that the county:wil} save more than a million dollars a
year in sghool:busing alone. |And the schdols will be apart of the communities
where the kids and their parents live. brhave: been: able to lay out, with the
approval-of the school board and the locall:planning commission, more than 50
school- sites to ‘meet the schiool needs in® Qolumbia over the next 15 years. All
of this is ionly possible because of very {large land holdings and large scale
planning. = |

4. We were able to acquire 'the ugly commercial islands along U | 20, where
it runs through the heart of Columbia, and we will be able to extin uish these
commeteial uses. Thus, instead of having these ugly beginnings of commercial
blight extend like a cancer along the main lroad through our town, we have been
able to estiablish Columbia Pike (U.S. 29) as a landscaped parkway for the
5 miles it passes through Columbia. We will strengthen the com ercial use
and the;sérvice to customers by -conceftrating business in attracive, well-
plannedbusiness:centers off the parkway} We paid premium: prices for some
of this 14ndl, as high as $75,000 an acre if some instances, and we could afford
to do it only because we could spread thejexcess cost over our large land hold-
ings. A -developer of a few hundred, or éven a:few thousand acres, could not
have assumed this burden. i

5. Washington’s National Symphony hasireached agreement with us/to provide
80 concerts a season in a summer musical festival in Columbia each year for
the next 20 years. Thirteen Protestant denominations have joined together to
form a Religious Facilities Corporation and a cooperative ministry. The Catholic
archdiocese and the Jewish faith are represented-as participant observers on
this Church Committee and are working Elosely with the Protestant churches
to achieve the maximum interfaith cooperation. This is one of the most remark-
able demonstrations of cooperation among the churches that we have seen in
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