-8 ~ THE ' COMPUTER AND INVASION OF PRIVACY.

Thave moved from the use of bulky folders devoted to individuals to
‘coded file cards, thence to punch cards that can be machine: sorted,
then to thetape.—used'in electronic Memory banks. And 'nowsthe ex-
~ perts are learning that it 18 feasible to hook up & nu ber of electronic
~ “Fnemory banks, data banks, to one giant system which can be activated
for purposes of ‘inserting or retrieving information. from numerous -
Tlocations. - T T S '
Records on individual Americans now number in the billions. We ‘
leave a trail of records: behind us from the moment of birth. Our
birth, incidentally, is recorded not only on & birth certificate, but-also
on our § arent’s income tax return When‘we’becameﬁ'a deductible item.
" Consider for & moment this trail of records most of us leave. Non-
Government. Glokeepers havey for example, the information O our
“income, worth of home; debts, and 1oc tion of our Pbank which we
often surrender when we apply gor credit. Then there are the reports
made to insurance companies investigating us as risks. This may
invelve an appraisal of our social life and our sex life as well as our
financial stability. There are the employment ‘files that may be
ith results of personality inventories and lie detector tests.
. There are hospital‘and medical records, and the records‘ofthe» moving
companies that ave prudently made an inventory of our possessions
being moved. e ~ e R
Units of our State and local governments have our school records
including our grades, 1Q, and any reports of emotional difficulties. -
least one of them will have our Ariving records any brushes with the
~ law, our property holdings and all licenses obtained,“includingn any
for marriage or its dissolution. o SO
~ The Federal Government has our tax returns over & number of
¢ years, our responses to the increasingly lengthy census questionnaries,. ‘
- ‘our social security record, our application for a passport and perhaps
o eur fingerprints. 1f we have been in military ‘gervice, worked for a
défenserco&ntractor or for the ,Fedeml Government, there are lengthy
~files on us that may well indicate known gssociates; ffiliations, re 1-
- glous beliefs: If we have applied for an FHA loan on 2 home there
~ will usually be an ostimate of the prospects that our marriage will
Thold together. : ST I . T
‘These are just a few of the records We 1eavebehind. Many of the
filekeepers have been quick to learn that the rec rds they control may
hold,considefrable interest for people outside their own ,orga,nization.
Years after our birth, for example, an interested party such asa lawyer
" may be happy to pay $50 for information from our birth certificate,
o Which,Qfﬁcially‘is;conﬁdenfcial info.rmation, “Andina number of cities
~ there are ‘entrepreneurs ha;l)py to obtain and sell the information, as
 well as hospitalﬂmcdrds, police records, immigration records, passport
records, andsoon. . e 5 o T
‘Then there are the legitimate organizations engaged in selling per-
sonal'information about us. “The credit bureaus circulate to memk ors
the information that we give 2 store when we soek credit; and if there
is any interes the same information may be passed on to curious Fed-
oral investigative agencies that inquire. Also there are the giant.
’investigating enterprises such. s the Retail Credit Co. which
has openly assured prospective olients that it can strengthen ‘any.
report 1t makes by drawing from its vast file of investigaﬁqns made




