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in previous investiga,tionsg: The'inVestigativ‘e* firms making reports ,

for insurance companies on insurance applicants have often felf free

tosell the same information t‘ononinsurance‘clients. CRRTP S 1 A
Within the Federa] Government agencies have increasingly been

developing Systematic Patterns for exchanging information, When a

Fe;der_al agent makes a hational g, ency check on 2 person, it custom--

tnne-consuming, expensive proposition. ' St ThERE
his is changing with the advent, of giant computers with their
capacity for instans recall of g great variety of a\vaila‘blle:information.

he Federal Government has Jed the way in instvall‘inglwi‘ger and more
sophisticated Computers. It hag pburchased many thousands of ‘com-

puters, il;eluding Some of the world’s largest, and the Civil Service

is we]l advertised. We can all be cheered by the Promised increase in
fairness and efficiency in tax collecting that Presumably wi]] Tesult,
but if we look forward into the future g decade, the Prospect is dig-
‘quieting, For each taxpayer there presumably can be deVeloped in

to virtually instant retrieval, but also, theoretically, information about
nOwn associates during the period and people and organizations who
have had business dealings with him, " I ‘short, there wil] be the
capacity, at least, for an instant dredging of one’s dimly remembered
‘bersonal affairs of the past. Unless procedures are developed to
Prevent unreasonable harassment through thig capacity, then the tax.
payer of 1976 may well be in a poor mood to celebrate the bicentennia} ;
of the Declaration of Independence, i '
Which rings us to the proposal to consolidate some of the major
Federalwﬁling Systems into one vagt central data bank “by using the
~ Dew information technology now available.” - Consultants have urgeq
- this concept of centralizing data, Upon the Bureay of the Budget. A
- Special task force has now been’ appointed to study the idea. At first
this centra] Storage center would pool information now in the files of
0 different Federa] agencies. The agencies were not specified in the .
announcement creating the taglk force but the pooling reportedkly“WiH e
include records from the Internal Revenue Service, the Oensusv'Bureaw,C T
the Bureau of Old-Age and Survivors Insurance, and the Federal Re-
serve Board, to mention just four, ~Presumab.1y« in fature years more ;




