THE "-COMPUTER‘AND-INVASIQN*OF,PRIVACY Sl

access to the information so security does bbv;iausl, become more diffi-
“cult to maintain, -If you have a lot of people Wﬁ ~can get into the
computer and take out information, it always will be harder for any

Investigating body later to try to trace down how the leak occurred.:
Mr. Horroxn. I was not so much interested in having you comment

on the technology of the computers because I realize that is something
the experts will have to do. I was thinking more in terms of your

- opinion as one who has delved to a great extent into this problem of
the invasion of the right of privacy, your comment on how you as a
ayman, not an expert in the technology of computers, envision what
~ will be happening to the&»indi'vidua‘fl;oit‘i;z;enrwiththe, use of this com-
Pputer system. i S e LT R
For example, consider how many 12-digit numbers can be added in
- 20 seconds.  With a pencil, the answer is two. With an adding ma-
chine, 10. With a computer, 160 million. The rate of change is astro-

nomical. This change is on us already. Itishere. » e

. I was more interested in your layman’s view as to what is going to
hafppe‘n to the individual with the use of this type of highly technical
information or tool which can compile this. infl())rmation and. have it

- available. T was more interested 1n _your personal opinion, rather
than the technicalaspecps:o'f Mo T e e
Mr. Packarp. Certainly ‘there are ‘many funetions in our soclety

 that can be greatly improved by the use of computers. As a matter of

fact, I am using a computer myself in terms of some research T am
getting together to work out correlations and findings. - So, I do not \
think we should be frightened by the computer as a machine, but I

think we should be frightened by what it can do if the information
‘involves individuals and their identity, and I think we need to-make
sure that before the Federal Government gets too. deeply involved in
installing computers that have data fed into them involving individ-
uals’ records, that this body and the Congress make sure that the indi-

vidual identification is removed from the material. ety e
- Mr. Horrox, Y ou would not, certainly, curtail the population in-
~ formation about people? . . 77 T A aE e
' Mr. PACKARD, Nojcertainlynot. SETORE S ORI
Mr. Horron. You are not. advocating that computers not be used.
. Mr,‘PAQKARD.;Oh,'certzftinly not;no.. o e
Mr. Horron. You are advocating that this technological advance
be harnessed and that there be established safeguards to protect the
mdividual, ST T e e T T £
Mr. Packarp. That is correct. . = S
Mr, Horron. One of the proposals or suggestions which you would
~ make would be along the lines of that which the chairman has made;
to give some sort-of right to the individual to know what information =
is available on him so hecan correct it or have his own. opportunity to

be heard, asit were,. . ... i
Mr. PACKARD.QTha,t.;i?s;eorre@t,ayes;.~~i- L O e
Mr, Horron. Have you any other thoughts with regard to how this

advance could be harnessed and safeguards built into it? . R

- Mr. Pacrarp. No thoughtis.oecurtolme,offhand, R T
Mr. Horron. Have you any thoughts or any possible recommenda- -
tions with regard to how the Congress could act in thig field? . = -

~Mr. Packarp. Iithink the Congress and this committee and several

of the congressional committees have been extremely effective in their ; £




