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Now, secondly, I would say that there is some information that may
be needed at one particular place. It may be needed for one particular
man or agency, but I would say it is to go to no one else. There are
other kinds of information that I would restrict only to the place -
where it was originally needed and I would have it sealed or destroyed
when its usefulness had ended. And I would not assume that infor-

- mation that is useful for one purpose ought to be handed out to

 anybody else for other purposes. : :

_Every time that information is required, I think it has to be justified

- all over again. It seems to me a very terrible society—and I mean

terrible in the sense of frightening and terrifying—where information

given to one man becomes information available to all. o

- I might very well be willing to talk to a Congressman who wanted
to hire a confidential assistant, about some student, but I would never
talk to the Congressman if 1 thought he would tell everybody in the
world what he had heard from me. So I think you need a law to

‘protect people against that. S . o :

I,thin%i you need a third law that would see to it that people have a
chance to know what has been said about them and to rebut it.
I am constantly being promised by these letters and references I

o ,getdthatv everything I say will be kept confidential, kept from the

- student. S I . ‘

- Why am I entitled to that kind of protection, me as a private indi-
vidual? Why should I be given the privilege of saying what I please
about students and not have to account forit? - X A e
- Now, in my role as a teacher, I have to account for it. IfT givea
student a bad mark, I have to see him the next day in the halland I
have to say “I’m sorry.  You didn’t do very good work.” I haveto
face that and I have learned to face it. rg ]

- you might like best in the class, you feel quite badly about it, but that
- 1s something you haveto do. '

‘Why should I be allowed to say something bad about the same -
~ student in private and get away with it? I don’t see that I am entitled
‘to any such privilege and I don’t want that kind of privilege, but
every one of these letters assures me that anything I say will never be
known to the person involved. e T
I would like to make the accusers in this situation responsible for
what they say and I would like to give the individual a chance to

ometimes its the person ¢

explain, to give his side of the story. That way we won’t petrify this

“information. It seemsto me thata proposal likethis one for a Federal
%m cen‘ger is an example of the process by which government “just
appens.”” . . ‘ o el ;
4 ]If),pdon’*t think there are bad people in government who want to
destroy the privacy of the individual: T think there are very well- -
meaning people in. government who follow their own: jobs out to their
logical conclusion. and see in this certain advantages for efficiency

and so forth, and don’t see any more. So a center like this is all too

likely just “to happen.” It isa very great thing, I think, that this
subcommittee is trying to make people stop and tzhink;;f It is trying
to make people, it seems to me, ask themselves, “Is this a, ,}gmf_p-osal we
really want, or is this, on the other hand, a rather incredible thing in
~ this 'CO%ntry ‘that we should have a proposal to have a file on
everybody?¥? . ... . e e



