Co. TheSupreme Court decided elsewhere. .

' cution or actions against individuals.
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t is not, how-
a recognition
¢ information
aveit.

 Mr. Bownman. Yes. I think we have a special role.
‘ever, unknown in business. In other words, bank
~ of the privileged character of your deposits and ot
" they may have about you. ‘Doctorshaveit. Lawyers

- Mr. Rosentaarn. On the contrary, in terms of credit information, -

I think banks and commercial institutions exchange information quite

- freely and I think they consider that is one of their commercial assets.
~In your statement, Mr. Bowman, you list the m

embers of the task =

force. They are all very distinguished men. Howi Tdonot note ;

that any of them have made their special mark historical

~ constitutional responsibilities or awareness of invasions of privacy.
In other words, they are all the statistical type, would you say that?

- Mr.BowmaN. Yes. R ) B R

Mr. Rosentrar. In other words, what b

F'th'e same thing applies to all the mem

] nbers of the committee—there is
a group within Government who are statistically oriented and are
desirous of following the lead of private industry and taking advan-
_ tage of computerized facilities who are pushing ahead rather vigor-
~ ously and yet have taken no overt step either to acknowledge to them-
selves, to the Congress or to the public, that they have a special respon-
sibility in the field of invasion of privacy. St ot
Mr. Bowman. ButIhaven’t donethat,haveI? -

~ Mr. ROSENTHAL. Untﬂ“todaiy,‘W‘heitﬂhagvesyougg-dohef"‘d‘Vérﬂy tomdl- i
cate that you considered this a special responsiblity ¢ ' ik

fically in areasof -

i that—I think

it Bowatas. T did illustrate in my testimony the office and the

" Bureau of the Budget were very active. The 8t. Regis case; we were

t. We

.. active through the lower courts and up to the Supreme Court. - o
“" were active In the position that the Solicitor General took before the -

Supreme Court, which was to argue against the right of the Federal
Trade Commission to get the copy of the return from the St. Regis

- We were active also in helping to sfp(‘)'nsorfthelegiSlatiQIlfth&t even~ (o
tually corrected this.. . ‘ " .

.

~ All T can say is that the activities of the Bureauoftheudget,my
office in particular, havebeen continuously in the direction of maintain-

ing the confidentiality of statistical information, against 1

transferred to agencies that would use it largely for purposes
‘ - So the Federal Trade Cc
h the idea of getting cen

sion knows that if they came to us ‘ ; in,
formation that we would strongly support the Census Bureau. If

' they came to us with the idea of getting information from another sta-
 tistical agency, we strongly support the nontransfer of that informa-
tion which identified any individual. - e s L
- Now, if you say in the writing of these various reports in this area,

were we lax in not paying more attention to the writeup of this par-

- ticular problem, if you want me to plead guilty to that I will plead

~guilty. Yes, we probably should have made some more mention.

" Mr. Rosexwmar. T am not worried about fhe writeup. Thatisa
~ trivial thing as far as I am concerned. T am worried about a commit-

- ment—as to the nature of your commitment. T have a sneaking sus-
picion your commitment lies in the area of getting real sophisticated

~ automated technology into the Federal Government so that you can &

~ keep abreast of what the large corporations are doing. -



