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- Mr. Ruecres. No. T have no idea how many grantees there are.
They give out a considerable n '
don’tknow, o S
. Mr. Garvacaer., Wouldn’t that be significant factor in asking

taxpayers’ money? To create this center for the use of people to do
studies? T would think it would be germane to determine how : nany .

people might want to use this,

Mr. Rueeres. You carfgtaka’thfe‘é approaches to this. Youcould
have a pu!blie‘o;pinion poll Oﬁ‘it,@:ﬁdf&sk people if they thougl’ﬁiltfthiis‘ was

~agoodidea. i TR
- Mr. Garvacaer. T would think that would be rejected, .

Mr. Ruceres. You could also go for some sort of referendumand ¢

_essentially get the people’s view on this, - Ny i oy
Mr. Gavoacaer. I would like to run on that platform.

Mr. Ruceres. T think T know how both these would come out, - But
this is not quite the point. If you are running a company and you
- decide that you need certain kinds of information in order to make

~ Intelligent decisions on costs and prices, you don’t ask yourself, “A fter

I get this information, how many people are going to use it?”

ask instead, “What is the usefulness of this sort of informatien ta’iga’rry e

out the things that we wanttoe carry out?”

umber of fellowships a year. I just

- Mr. Gavvacusr. “You don’t see a difference between running a com- -

. pany and running the Government? A person with a compa an
- Mr. Ruaars. ‘Had the IRS in the case of J. oe Pechman’s tax model

asked in advance, “How many people are going to buy this?” and he
said, “Well, only one. I am the only person that I know of at the

moment who is interested in it,” then on the basis of demand it would
obviously be absurd to cater to this whim. But IRS didn’t use this

.

customer, but the research project was so successful and so useful for
public policy and tax research the data were well worth making avail-
able. The IRS didn’t do 1t merely because an outsider wanted it, and
I am not suggesting that the data center be created to pander to outside
interests, academic enterprises, or others. Tf the Government wants

to run its own operation efficiently, it should at least study the merits
of the matter and not ask merely how great is the demand In terms of

the number of people wanting it,

Mr. Garracaer. I think the question is, How is it going tobest serve

the people, the citizen, and the taxpayer?
Mr. Ruceres. But not individually. ) Lo e
Mr. GALLAGHER. Yes, individually, because T think you have to con-
sider the cost-benefit ratio of what good this will do against what harm
it will cause to the individual citizen. e

i Mr. Rugerrs. That s correct. With that T agree, but by “indi-
vidually” I guess I wasn’t speaking of the same thing. You should not

ask how many people want this particular data, or how much will each

individual asking for the data directly benefit from it, or even how :

- many times will individuals use the data.

r. GarracuaER. It could be potentially harmful to a great many f

- individuals. T think it would be essential to establish just what would
be the uses that this W‘O:uld»serve.‘ ; : ‘ N

as the basis for their decision. Instead, they ‘asked'themselv’es;j“What :
1s the merit of this proposal?” Tt is true that there was only one




