o common that we forget about the frood old days of manual
‘ation processing as we sat interminably in a drafty a,lrgort ,
B

e to Aind out whether 5a,,seat‘onvaidésired‘ﬂight was open. |

etically, these words were written before the strike and today’s
r. GatnaguER. 1 don’t think this will be needed any more.
T. BARAN. Right. This paragraph is inappropriate. Sl

"'/ RECORDEEEPING

jimple recordkeeping, a mark of a highly developed economy, has
n a prime area of development of these large computer file/com-
nications systems. Much routine clerical work has been trans-
; sred to computers interroga od by humans. More people will have
- sccess to these systems at even grea;tex;!distances from the computers. .
L  SOME INDIVIDUALLY 'USEFUL SYSTEMS
.~ Today we see time:-shared file systenis‘guSed to ‘store insurance rec-
b ords. Ina fraction of a minute it is yossible for aycleirkin‘another"
~ part of the country to check to see if one insurance renewal check
- To date such systems seem to pose no overt social problem. The
information handled is not highly sensitive, and access 18 generally ,
limited. But as new, uses are being found \for"::time-‘shafed ‘com-
puters, & subtle change is beginning to take place. Spe e
In New York State, .experiments are underway with a new erim-
inal information yecord system. A police car uses radio to transmit
- automobile license tags into a‘,‘Centralf‘”qomputer.l _ T# there is an out- o
standing warrant, the information comes back so quickly that a second
police car Jocated slightly ahead is able to stop the ‘suspect.  Pre-
liminary tests have shown the system to be highly effective. We are
all familiar with credit-check systems which use our driver’s license
: numberswhen"cashing checks. This system is 0 fast that bad-check
'artistshave‘been‘caughtredhan&ed: e N s
" Seemingly such systems make & socially useful ‘contribution. But

et us look into the future and consider what their “uncontrolled

.

: prolifemt}lon could mean. -

. As we pass through lifo we leave a trail of records, widely dis- .

persed and generally inaccessible—except with a great deal of effort
and diligence. o bl STl L
Beginning ‘with a birth certificate, we continue to accumulate hos-
ital and medical records. We become deductions on our parents’
income tax. In school we genera',terrecords of our grades, ‘attend-
ance, 1Q tests, personality proﬁle”s,, et cetera. Automated teaching
will ‘add to this recordkeeping. The volume of data recorded per
* child may be 'exliected to increase even more markedly. . _After school
we start accumul Y

ating employment, social security, and selective serv-
ice records. We may get a ‘driver’s license. Most of us will apply

for marriage Ticenses, and some. will collect divorce decrees which
will end in voluminous court records. If we are lucky, we will be




