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‘Mr. Gatragaer. Would you agree with the suggestion of this com-
mittee that while the results the proponents are seeking are quite de-
sirable, nevertheless the state of the art is at such an early stage that
Turther study of the problem should be had, or there should be a con-
tinued study of the problem before we embark on a Federal statistical
data system? ; e S Y e '

Mr. Baran. T agree wholeheartedly with that statement. i
~ Mr. Garvacmer. In your statement here, I would like to read. this
part, where you were “highly pleased” and yet “surprised by the rapid-
Ity with which Congress is addressing itself toward the examination
- of this subject—one that is not yet generally recognized as being a

problem by most in the computer profession.” Do you think that the

computer profession itself should start addressing itself in a more
meaninggrful way to the problem of privacy and safeguards and pro--
tection ! S ' ST

Mr. Barax. Ido. I see a small but growing group in the computer
orofession beginning to become concerned about this range of prob-
ems. : fedl
‘Mr. Garracraer. Do you feel that before the Government would get’

- committed on a course that we should allow the problem to develop and
some ideas generate from the computer profession as to safeguards?

- Mr. Barax. Yes, I think we have the time. The problem we are
addressing is a future problem. It is not something where we need
an immediate answer today. We could hold off a little. We have the
- time to think and consider alternative aproaches to this question of
providing safeguards. Since the details are going to have to be de-
- vised by the computer profession, I think it is well that they be en-

‘couraged to start working along this direction. They work very well
together. We have good industry standards on things like data com-
~ unication, formats, and coding arrangements, and I am sure that
- something can be developed along this line in the matter of safeguards.

_ Mr. Gavraguaer, In view of that statement, that there is time to

- develop our thinking on this, conversely do you feel that this is not ;
the time to get into a statistical data bank ? i~ G o
- Mr. Baran. If the report concluded that the need for such a center
- was sufficient, it might be well not to impede what they are trying to
- do. T think there are things to be done in parallel.” I think that
- study of the data bank could proceed, but I would like to see a fair
ﬁm’ount of parallel effort going into the. safety aspects of the data
~ bank. ‘ L T L
. Mr. Gavracmer. T agree with you that the study should proceed.
May I get back to this? Do you feel that it would be premature to
embark on the construction of a data bank at this stage ? R
. Mr. Barax. From what little I have heard about it, I would think .
it would be premature to start on actual construction, because many
of the safeguards are hardware-type safeguards. ~ , ~

Mr. Garracaer. Do you know anything about an Air Force re-
search study of how to use computers to call up derogatory informa-
tion on individuals ? S IRy :

Mr. Barax. Not assuch. I am aware of experimental information
retrieval techniques that could allow you to ask questions such as,
“What is the relationship between person A and person B?” “Havae
they ever worked at the same place?” “Have they ever coauthorized

a paper?” and draw connections between people or organizations.



