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SUMMARY or REPOBT = = = . . e

During the past four years the Committee on ‘the Preservation and Use of
‘Economic Data has met with a considerable number of Federal agencies con-
ceriied with the collection and use of data in hachine readable form. ‘The prinie
concern of the committee has been the development and preservation of data

for use in economic research. Although considérable progress Has been achieved
in specific areas, the committee has concluded that three more general lines of

action are required. Specifically, these are (1) the Federal Government should

tindertake the establishmer t ‘of a Federal Data O d: 1

be established to insure the development and preservation of import data; and-
(3) research institutions and universities should develop an organization’ for
coordinating their requests for economic data. - g o R A

. pirst, the committee urges that the Bureau of the Budget, in view of its:

_responsibility for the TFederal statistical program, immediately take steps to
establish a Federal Data Center. ‘Such a Federal Data “‘Center should have
~ the authority to obtain computer tapes “and ‘other machine readable data pro-
. Quced by all Federal agencies. It would ‘have the ‘function of providing data
“and’ service facilities so that - ithin the proper safeguards concerning the dis-
cldsuf@‘o'f;informatioﬁ both Federal agencies and users outside of the Govern-
" ment would have access to pasic data. The Federal Data Center would require
computer facilities, and it wotld need to be staffed with personnel capable of
understanding the data problems in the. various areas. In view of the im-

portance of the Tederal Data Center, the committee suggests that the Center be

enter; (2) procedures should -

established with specific responsibilities- for,)‘ffchese functions and interagency - -

authority to carry them out. ‘ Gl , ,
. Second, the committee urges that the Office of Statistical Standards of the
Bureau of the Budget place increased emphasis on the gystematic pr‘eswervation in
_ usable form. of important data prepared by those ‘agencies engaging in statistical
- programs. In poth the initial pudget for statistical programs and the subsequent
review of ongoing work, the Bureau of the B

made for the development of cOmputer,:tapéégqf _important data, together with
.the supplementary material required for interpretation.. . - o -
. Third, the committee rec’omﬁménds’_that at an early date the Social Science Re-

- gearch Council convene representatives from research institutions and univer-

- ogities in -order to develop an organization which -can provide a clearinghouse

and coordination of requests for data made by individual scholars from Federal
- agencies. In addition, such-an organization would serve the Federal Government

in an advisory capacity and provide a mechanism for the development of data
tapes. needed for research purposes in specific areas ,of_ec:o_n‘omic research.
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