~206‘ . : THE COMPUTER AND' INVASION OF PRIVACY

also State and local government groups, busmesses and other Federal agenc1es,‘ ,
often place a severe and unwanted burden upon data-processmg faeilities and the
tinie and energy of spec1ahzed personnel ‘Tven when such work is done on a
reimbursable basis, limitations of staff due to overall .personnel and budgetary
eons1derat1ons and the ability to hire people making | the filling of specral requesrts

a burden, Outside requests for data are often ‘uninformed, unreasonable and in
view.of the Federal agency, not worth while, Few outsiders can know enough
apout the data, their nature and charactenstrcs to. make gensible reguests, or:
~'to have a_realistic appreciation of the analytic limitatlons which the data im-
pose. As already indicated, the disclosure problenm is formidable and causes
considerable uneasiness on the part of the responsible people’ in the data-
~ producing agenc1es but it also may be very useful as a shield to protect them
from the nuisance of dealing with individual requests The problem, as seen
by the Federal Government as a whole when contemplating a request for data,
could be reduced if research workers askmg for data could get together and ,
coordmate their requests ' .

: ECONOMIES 'OF SCALE AND THE NEED FOR COORDINATION

: Many of the requests for basic 1nformatlon on a specific subject by dlfferent
research scholars are: duphcative However, since each research project will

be designed in somewhat different terms and hag different objectives, it is

- inevitable ‘that the independent requests for information will not be identical.

- On the-other hand, it is also ‘quite possﬂole that, if 'car"eful consideration were.

given to the matter, general master tapes might be ‘designed in specific areas’
which would meet the needs of a large numbeér of research projects.. One of
the difficulties with published information is that different- research ‘workers
want. different types of aggregations and classifications.  Since it is now pos-
sible to provide data on a. dlsaggregated basrs these dlfferences are no. longer
relevant, and it becomes necessary only to spec1fy the basm items of informa-
‘tion to be included in the body of data, ‘
This basic similarity in ‘the demand for mformatmn ona given top1c 1mp11es
" that considerable economies of scale could be achieved by coordination.. If a
single master tape would fully satisfy the demands of each user, designing spe-
cial tapes for each user would be unnecessary. For this reason, the eommittee

has undertaken a prehmmary survey of 10 major areas of economic data: to

see whether or not it would be possible to construct sets of such bas1c tapes in

these areas. On the basis of this examination it is the committee’s considered i
conclusion that this construction -mot only iy feasible from the point of view
of economiec research needs and objectives, but also would go a long way toward; STy

improving access to major bodies of data for scholars, and toward reducmg the-
costs and alleviating the burden plaeed on. the Federal stat1st1ca1 agenc1es

DEVELOPMENT OF TAPES I‘OR SPECIFIO RESEARCH AREAS

The commlttee elrculated to a group of research scholars Workmg 1n varlousi .
-areas copies of the preliminary inventory of maching readable data recently cols: .
lected by the Bureau of the Budget and the National Archives. In a large.

“number of cases, these scholars prepared suggestions as to bodies of data eur-: |

rently in existence, which should be developed and made available: to universities

and research institutions on a low-cost basis. . Included among the suggested|

data files are some which are currently avarlable to research scholars and which
certainly should remain available. For example, the Bureau of the.Census has
developed a program of makmg avallab or. purchase large bodies. of unpub-.
lished data in the form of computer tap _The Internal Revenue: Service and’
the Bureaun of Labor Statistics have also leveloped specific ‘tapes for sale.
‘However, even where unpubhshed material 1s available on computer tape; it is-
often not in a form which is directly useful to the. research worker, Data re-.
duction to prevent disclosure or:to select a manageable sample of data may be
necessary. It would also be very useful .if the research community could be
better: informed about what tapes ex1st in the vanous Federal agencres, and
the cost of obtaining them. .
A number of different data characterls'tlcs Whlch are 1mportant for research -
purposes ‘have been mentioned by research workers. (1) They point out that
sets of data that are continuous .over time are ‘particularly valuable. This is -
especially true where information relating to a specific reportmg unit is obtained
“at regular 1ntervals S0 that changes takmg place at the mrcro level could be ob-




