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- THE COMPUTER AND INVASION OF PRIVACY

Of the $3 to $3.5 million needeq to supply the data center over the 5-yea

- about $700,000 would be needed to bring data not now machine accessible ,,
usable form. About -$500,000 would e needed to transfer punched card data

» o magnetic tape.  And about $1.5 mi ion would be needed to reprocess data
oW on magnetic tape. ~Looked ‘at another way, about’ 100 man-years of pro-
- fessional aid will be required to review and correct he rec » develop com-
~puter systems and programs to brocess the . ‘

ents to the serious schol.

boints of view. . Also, about 1

0,000 computer hours

- The major resource requirement of the 5-year effort is for the Census Bureau
were $11% million ig requested., Over half ,the'.a’mounted*repﬁr;ted for that
‘Bureau, about $700,000, is needed to bring the 25. and 5-percent bopulation

Samples for 1960 to acceptable levels. On the other hand, the Internal Revenue

Service and the Burean of Old Age and Suryvivors Insurance, both among the =~

glants of data. Drocessing, have “requested relatively limited “amounts $17,400
and $14,300, respectively. e R AN e T LD Rl
: In_conside,ring the course of stocking the center several key factors should be
ept in ming. First, the cost of additional his afte ‘ '

‘ W Costs ofﬁ‘tapecopying and would

Supply its own blank reels; Such costs are not. inconsiderable. - The 9,000 reels

“which eould be made ready in about a year would cost the center over a half
million dollars for blank reels and forcopying. AR T T

Lo GENERALCOMMEZ\iTs '

I have the general impression that the larger the: volume of data and “the
higher the.frequency of brocessing the greater is the tendency for the files to-
- be-in acceptable order, . That is to say, large files like those of the IRS and

- BOASI and the high*freQueneyuoper‘a-tions in the BLS manpower field and in

‘the FRB are in 80od shape while some decennial and annua] operations at the -
“Census Bureau and the relatively small files at SEC, FTC, OBE, and-the Office
of Education are either not well maintained with ‘the computer or are not well

- mechanized at all, In other words, the degree of aCCommoda,tion to the computer S

not large, would total about 200 reels, in my estimation, and 4re not in machine
form in appreciable amounts.  As'you know, efforts are underway to correct this -
in both agencies. About 25 percent of the Agriculture data are now machinable,
aceording to Department representatives. It was asserted that the remaining

75 percent are significant and useful data.ﬁ—nd should be available toa data

. AGENOY COMMENTS

 Three general commen‘tsktended to be made by agency representatives. First,
and least frequent, assertions that the Budget Bureau survey ang the Ruggles .
Committee report has brought an increased awareness of the need for more
effective file maintenance and that efforts to achieve this end would be incorpo-

rated in onging operations where feasible, These gdodinten’tions should. be

Supported with funds where appropriate and the dilemma in which the Census

- Bureau finds itself with respect to the 1960 population samples should not be :

allowed to be repeated, I have no doubt that the $700,000 now required: would

have been far less if the job had been done ag a part of the 1960 census work. o
Once the records have been brought to acceptable levels through new financial

support, I doubt that brograms operated at high frequencies will require more




