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ating thelr professional actions, an ability to see these actions agamst a ‘hu-
manistic background. Moreover, they operate under a code of .ethics which’
~ requires them to place the needs of patlents ‘above all other considerations—a

code 1ncorporated 25 centuries ago in the Oath of H1ppocrates an oath stxll e

taken by young men and women embarking on 4 medical career.

To Greece we owe the nople idea that special knowledge and skill ought to be -
used to benefit man, rather than for personal aggrandlzement or power, or as a
means of extractmg maximum gain from those in need of the services of men.
possessing special expertise. This concept of a trusteeship of knowledge could:
well be applied to all whose knowledge of science and’ technology surpasses that:

of the lay public, as it now is to physicians and surgeons. I have long advo- :

cated that engineering pattern itself after medicine and law, thus becoming a:
" truly ‘“learned” professmn It has, I believe, attamed that gtatus in some coun--
tries, though not in mine.

These are my suggestions; others may have better ones to offer. What seems:
to me of utmost importance is that we never for a moment forget that a free
society centers on man. It gives paramount consideration to human rights,
interests and needs. . Soclety ceases to be free if a pattern of life develops where:
technology, not man, becomes central to its purpose. “We must not permit this.

to happen lest the human liberties for which mankind has fought, at so great a. e

cost of effort and sacrifice, will be extmgmshed

QUESTIONS Or INVASION OF PRIVACY RELATING TO THE. ESTABLISHMENT on A
c NATIONAL DATA CENTER

[Reprinted from the Congressmnal Record Aug 18 196»6] o

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr, <Speaker ‘under the’ dlrection ‘of the Honorable Wllham
L. Dawson, ¢hairman of -the House Government Operations Committee," the”
‘Special Subcommittee on Invasion of Privacy, made up of my distinguished col-
leagues Congressmen Benjamin Rosenthal, of New York, and Frank Horton,.

of New York, has just conducted a series: of hearings on- the proposed - estabhsh- S '

‘ment of a National Data Center by the Federal Government.

. Ag chairman of this special subcommittee, it is my desire to present to the ; S
: membersmp today some of my thoughts and ﬁndings upon the eonclusmn of thoee;_'k ‘

hearings. - ; ,

Testimony before the subeomcm1ttee hag 1llus|trated ﬁrst of ‘all the great tech- :
nological progress which has been made in the field of comrputer science and data
processing, The rpotentlal of th1s technology and its Value to our rmodern soclety ;
are certainly: impressive. ‘

~But the hearings have indicated as Well an urgent need for a corollary study .
to determine the’direction which our Nation will permit technology to take and
_ the great resoonsmllity we face to protect the pubhc 1nterest and rlghts of“
" theindividual. :

Modern scientific aehlevement goes far beyond the full comprefhensaon and“ -
knowledge of most of us. Yet its influence upon the life of each citizen is ever-
increasing. As we realize our own inadequacy to evaluate an issue 1nvolvmg

scientific technology, we seem to move toward an ever-increasing subm1Ss1on to "

‘the domination of those who are expert in the scientific disciplines. o
Society borders on forgetting that technology is ity own creation, to be guided L
and directed along the course which will provide its members most with the
full benefits of scientifie’ knowledge “The people seem dangerously prepared to
sdrrender their age—old respect for the vast capablhtles of the human mind and
personality to the impressive and sometimes overwhelming knowledge which
“the gecientific elite alone have mastered. Somewhat intimidated by the mystery
of science, the average citizen in our D Nation often seems reconciled to the sacrl-

fice of individual liberties in the awesome name of ‘“progress.”

-Moreover, this mala1se threatens to distort our traditional concept of law and
its meaning to society. The forefathers of this Nation-defined a legal code to
protect the rights of Amerlcans against government encroachment. The ultimate
value of this code, which we know as our Constitution, centers in its ﬂex1bihty, -
its adaptablhty to the needs of each new generation.

In science, however, the term “law” takes on new meaning. It defines the
regulamty of physucal phenomena and its deﬁnltlons seom Synonymous W1th colcl



