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urban areas. Today, moreé than one-hqlf of the Nation’s total population of some
190 million people lives on “about 10 percent:'of our land grea. Kstimates are
that by 1975, the populanon will:reach' 235’ milhon with three#fourths of: it eon-
centrated in the same small land area.
_In the face of these antlclpated future risés in’ the tfrends that contribute to
.air, pollutlon, we must recog‘mze that the amountiof gir evailadle for our use
will remain constant. There is. no ‘way to i/norease wt Our only sensible re-
course is to control the sources of pollition. Lo
We now know tha can no 1onger ‘be content with ¢ontrol ef.forts Which are
focused almost entirely, n_abatement of the most cbvious and bothérsome types
of pollution. A more comprehensive ‘and more. sophisticated ‘effort ‘is needed to
deal with the air pollution problem in. its present dimen n’sV alnd to ‘prepare
for.its expected future growth. B
.While the control of the many gources of the problem is cleaﬂy the only practi-
cal solution to air pollutlon, ‘this does not-necessarily mean that the application
of control devices or. process changes represent the only means of source control.
Stich matters as the proper seélection of fuels, proper location of ingtallations or
facilities that can contribute fo air pollution, a decision to invest ih mass transit
facilities rather than in.a new highway can also be meang-of source . control
These and similar congiderations must be taken intoaccount if we are to mount
- a really effective attack' i air pollutlon m the second_ half of the Twentieth
Century, : :
, Our Department’s’ expemence 4h this ﬁeld makes it clear that major reliance
. must be placed on measures deésigned to control the sources of pollution and
that effective regulatory control programs at all levels of Government are the
only really practical means of achieving our godl.’ ‘Those who deek an’ over:
simplified, single, pamless solution to air pollution are, in our opinion, refusing
to face the technical, econemic, and social facts that bear on the problem.
The challenge that confronts us, then; is twofold: first and rmost immediate,
‘to find the means of insuring: ‘that existing control technology is applied to the

- fullest possible extent, and second, to find solutions to these technicil problems

which still stand in the way of" bmngmg air pollution under folly effective
control. There can be no: doubrt Mrl Ghalrman, that there is now a very. sub-
' stantial body of technology Tor:the control of ‘air ‘pollution, ‘To beé snre, ‘tech-
nical knowledge and skills’ in thiy ares are contmuing to éxpand and improve,
‘but the faot remains that full apphcatwn of ‘Wwhat is already available would
produce a significant reduction ‘in ‘commufity air’ pollution problems,  This is
not to say that research:and develepment to find new and- better control tech-
nigues should not be pursued as v1gorous1y as possible ; ‘both Government ‘and
industry have important responsibilltiee in this area. But at the same time;
‘we must redouble our efforts to insure application now of the techniques and
equipment available for reducing pollutant emissions from many of the most
_important sources.of air pollution in our cities and towns, ~As a matter of fact
these approaches are so interdependent ‘thdt it can-bé misleading to-view them
separately. The application of existing technology stimulates thé improvement
of technology as no other sgingle factor can. In‘return, the resultmg improve-
ment’ of technology .enhances and faédlitates impvrovements in’ the economie
application. of controls,  ’ i
The task of insuring wide applieation and 1mpr0fvement of technology for the»
“control 'of air pollution ‘is oné which clearly calls for action by all-levels of -
Governinent and by industry.  "The need for such action wag recognized by the
Congress when it adopted the 'Olean Air Act it Deécember 1963 ‘and again -when
© it enacted major Amentménts’to the (léan Air ‘Act in October 1965, including
the Motor Vehicle Air Pollutioh 'Control: Act and the Solid Waste Dlsposal Act.
A major purpose of the activities which the Department of Health, Edncation,
and Welfare is carryiug on under this legislation is to provide natio'nal leader-
i Ship aind assistance to State and local governments m seeking abatement of air
pollution
The Federal air pollution program now includes: research and training activi-
ties, financial and technical assistance to State: and Iocal control -agencies,
action to abate intérstate air pollutlon problems, and the establishment and
enforéeément of national ‘standards for-'thé control ¢f air'pollution” from new
‘motor vehicles.:© Mr. Stern will ‘describé ‘many of ‘thede: activities ‘in ‘greater
detail, Mr. Chairman’;"I'want to discuss briefly some aspects of thls program
‘ that are particularly germane to these hearings. :




