50 ADEQUACY -OF TECHNOLOGY FOR, POLLUTION ABATEMENT s

.In the relai;ively sport t;in;me since we in the United States began awakening'
to the threat of environmental contammatlon we have been' able to ‘reach only a
broad and, tentative understanding of its nature gnd effects on man. Ourh
present’ kn0w1edge euggests that the ‘many contammants ‘to which we are - all
exposed threaten our health’ tand ‘welfare in many devious and ‘subtle ways, ‘To:
judge: the ful_ .agmtude and sericusness of the problem requires a great deal
ﬁc1a1 look at 1ts most obvmus consequences

\needed to guard agamst the ingestlon of small'

ancey in, £ood and to insure the purity of dirugs.”
area Jof, occupatmnal healtm there is broad understanding of:the needto prtmeet
workers against many ‘of‘the most obvious hazards inherent. in their: daﬂy job:
activities.. But we have only begun to develop an awareness of -the ful’l imph- B
cations’ of contamination of the environment. That’ we have lagged: in ‘this .
respect is indeed c, for it is contamination of the natural énvironment that
hag the greatest potentlal for affecting the total population, includting infants: -
and children as well 43 the elderly, the healthy as well as the ailmg‘, and adults
of all ages, regardless of their occtipations.

The.Department of Health Education, and Welfare hés a’ long:éxperience by
dealing with all of the ways in which contaminants may reach mah, =~ Our-éxperts
pioneered in developmg research and regulatory programs' to protect the pub ie
heaith and welfa from food, drug and water containinants and. from a ho§ M’ ;
communicable diséages which once caused deatli and disability in truly ¢ ¢y
proportlone, By iden'afymg the mberrelatlonshipsh that exist among. dll ‘of the

the threat posed by e Vrronmental pollution Mr Chazrman, i:hls ig very im jc}r-i
tant, becalise an adeguate air pollution control program must take into considera-
tion the other vectors ‘of’ dleeawse and dleabllity which ‘compound its ‘effects.

I.said 4 few moments ago that we have just begun to recognize that man’s
ab1hty to x;entammate his environment has long since surpassed the essentially.
limited eapacity of otir e '1r0nment to purge itself of such contamination. I
submlt that the Clean Alr Act of 1963 and its Amendments of 1965, and the
o toward implementation of this Congressmnal mandate:

& this recognition: ig real ‘and. concrete; . The several ap- -
proaches towar'd control of the problem in which we are now engaged——rese =
and tra;mng acuvmes, financial and technical assistance to'State and local con-
trol agéncies; and direct Federal abatément action on problems béyond the rvench
of other levels of government—-—oﬁer a. sound foundation on which future A
provements can, be built.: That we must, all of us, seck improvéments is 4 point -
on:which there.can e no gerious dlsagreement The forces of growth and chalge
Wlnch leave tn their wake blems of environmental contamination continue 'to
dccelerate with each- year “passes, The Department of Health, Eduvcation,
and Welfare is pledged to carry out the Congxessmnal mandate for a elean and’
healthy environment for all Americans.
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STATEMENT OF MR. ARTHUR C. STERN, ASSISTANT cmm' DIVI-
STON OF ATR POLLUTTON, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCAT’ION,.
AND WELFARE

M. ST‘ERN Mr ‘ hamnan and members of the eommlttee, T have
submitted for the record a rather lengthy statement of 78 pages and
certaitily I wouldn’t burden you with that amount of reading, I 'hs
an; abbre lated* statement of 12 pages If in your tlme sehedul

1 derstand Mr. Stern W111 give th next’ i




