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that the sesiningly {1ifiniite ocean of airthat surrodnds this platet has decidedly
finite capacities for diluting and dispersing the wastes we throw up ‘from-ofr
civilization. In ‘otir singleminded devotion to achibving the benefits of weience
and techinology, we' plinged’ ahéad with the abundant inaterials’'at hand, without
a very precise notion of where weé weré going and without serious attention to the
possible side effécts of our activities on the environment. = -
" 'Poday it is important that we can- no Jonger with: impunity discharge wastes
indiscriminately to the environment. It is ‘apparent;: today that we must use
‘our science and technolngy to control the by-product problems of our industrial-
iz6d society as well aw to produce- the- goods and’ ‘sérvices ‘we all increéasingly
} enjoy. And ‘it is apparent that we aré going: to have to run very hard in the
immediate years ahead just to keep pace with the problem. 'We must greatly -
d: our. applieatidn of’ teohnology ‘to the 'sources’ of pdllutwn, and ‘we must
accelerate our efforts td further develop that téchnology.. “I-am convineed; Mr .
Chairman, that the attention focused on these riseds by thig Cominiitted w
a slubstantial contribution to out* brogress toward the coutrel of envirommental
pollution i

We don’t haVe much tlme a.nd I regret Mr. Grﬂbertson, tha,t we o-did
not get to you sooner. - We still have 10 to 15 minuites. Please go into
your report.

- Mr: ILBERTSON Yes, s1r, Mr, Chmrman, I’ll be.: very glad to

STATEMENT BY WESLEY E. GILBERTSON CHIEF OFFIGE OF SOLIB
WASTES; PUBLIG HEALTH SERVICE Us.. MPABTMENT OF :
HEA'LTH EDU'GATION AND WELI‘ARE L

- Mr. GILBERTSQN In the mterest of time, I will submlt my sta’oe-
ment for the record and then touch on a few highlights of it. ~This is
a sort of status report on the adequacy of technology for solid waste
pollution abatement. I think that I could say without fear of over-
statement that few problems of the environment néesd more work in
“the field of technology than does the solid waste area. It is, however,
encouraging that the Federal Government has underway a national
program to advarce the technology of solid waste' management under
gle S];); id Waste Disposal Act which was. adopted by the Congress last

ctober. .

The thrust ef this Ieglslatlon is baswally a research techmcal de-
-velopment, demonstratlon, and planning a,uthomza,tlon for purposes -
of préventing and solving solid waste problems which contribute to
health hazards, scenic blight, and environmental decay, throtigh the
application of technology—which I will touch on—with reference to
garbage, to trash; ]unk and other solid wastes from mumclpa,lltles,
from mdustry, and from agriculture.

It would be safe to say that the selid waste problem has reached
major proporblons during many years of public indifference and pro-
fessional neglect.” This is ‘true eveti though large sums of money are
spent by public agencies and by private citizens and industries on
disposal costs. They are paying for this, we are all paying for it,
without really getting done the job. that we would like to have done,
The history of the solid waste problem, which might be called the
third side of the pollution problem, is somewhat, in' contrast, I think, -
with what has happened in the other areas of env1r0nmental conta,m-
ination and pollution almost down then to the present time. As a -
matter of faet, up until about a year ago the total Federal expend-
itures in this Reld YWere about’ $250 000 ‘a year ‘for ' R. & D."Soasa




