‘94 ADEQUACY OF TECHNOLOGY FOR POLLUTION ABATEMENT

‘technologies ‘which will make ‘it possible to reduee the generation of wastes at
‘the source, to réeycle them' back- into production, to incérease the ‘salvage "of
useful materials, and to either use or convert into useful materials-fa1° more
-Wwastes than are uged or coniverted today, =~ - - - s L
© ‘There is‘at’least one more feiiture of the law which marks its matyrity. * This
‘is-the direction it gives Wederal authorities to foster the establishment of waste
‘digposal progiams largeé enough to comimand resources ‘adequate for the job.
Fragmentation of waste disposal responsibilities dmong' small -political sub-
-divisions -sometimes’ running to several score in a' single ‘county, is comion
throughout’ the country and a major reason for -technological backwardness in
golid wastes management. k o o e
The Office of Solid Wastes was established in’the Public' Health Service to
-administer the Solid Waste Disposal Act only eight months ago. Since then,
the national solid' wastes program has been gotteh under way in all five of ‘the
-‘major areas of activity projected by Congresst '/ < = - oo e S
. Grants have 'been made and work:is being conducted on 24’ réseafch projects
‘to lay a basis:of new knowledge for progress il solid wastes techinology. *
- Ninieteen projects to investigate ot demonstrate new and improved solid waste
disposal systems also have- recéived ‘grants ahd’ work under- theni has been
started. Several of these projects are expected to help merge small commiinity
‘waste ‘disposal operations- into“county-wide ‘or regional mandgement distriets.
“The demonstration projects are testing pilot- or operational seale methods and
‘equipment: - All-work of ‘thi§ kind:is ‘authorized to’receive up to ‘twothirds
“Federal support. - - s : CE R e
Public Health Service grants under the national program also are assisting
Lour- institutions of higher learnifig in proéviding training for graduate engineers
Jn - disciplines éssential to solid ‘waste! technology improvement; ‘The present
‘shortage 'of ‘trained manpower is eritical and an important factor-in the téch-
‘mological backwardness, = & - xirui S T e e ‘
 Administrative and 'operatingpersoninel ‘are being trained in- Public Health
Bervice..courses. : In .addition, solid waste training eourses are.being prepared

under contract with the American Public Works Association. -
«“Statewide solid wastée program planning is how getting under-way in 14-States
Ander -grants covering -up: to: 50 pércent of the:cost of the work.. It:is this
expanding activity which will help to develop comprehensive planning for the
dmmediate and long-range management: of ‘solid ‘waste problems, planning that
iwill give appropriate but often overlooked attention :to:such  factors-as the
interrelationship -of - solid. “waste . management with: air-and - waterpoHution
-abatement, urban ‘growth -trends, land wuse planning, -and the economic and
technological advantages of regional:solid waste: management -efforts.

In the fifth area of major aectivity under the natiomal program;- staff -and
other:arrangements have been'made in Washington headquarters and field offices
.to .provide. local and - State -agencies ' technical- assistance with solid wastes
problems, TR S A o ) :
- Obviously, technological development must be almed:at achieving recognized
:goals.. In: the: solid: waste field, these goals have thus far been expressed in
rather general térms-—improvement of environmental quality, protection of the
public from - health and:welfare hazards, and improvement in the- efficiency of
disposal operations. -These goals:must be transiated into solid waste manage-
aent eriteria which can be used as guides by State and loeal governments for
the adoption and enforcement .of standards, and by industry. for the develop-
ment of equipment and technigues capable of meeting such standards.. The
Office of Solid: Wastes will undertake:the development of such criteria as a
major aspect of its program,. . - . e

The. national program intends to give solid waste technology in the United
States a potent injection of the.spirit of innovation. We want it in our search
for new knowledge. ‘And we wanf it, plus a sense of urgency, in the application
of existing knowledge. E :
.- As members of this Subcommittee no _doubt realize, enough knowledge is
available now to-significantly advance solid wiste management in this country.
Some of it has been available for years, yet more than half of our cities of
2,600 or more inhabitants do not yet have sanitary, nuisance-free disposal sys-
tem§. All large municipalities lack, for example, incinerators incorporating
©.available air pollution abatement technology. The principal retardation factor



