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periods of time. I-would anticipate that'the New York City ares is
~ surely going to have troubles, ' T have fio'idea how soon:and ‘what types -
of trouble. 'THe total volume of rateérials flowing out:of New York
4is you khow, is'awe-inspiring: T gathet*yowhave some'studies of ‘the
ecology of the Pacific Ocean along the coast 6f Californiai -+
"My, ' WagNe, We haﬁv’e*li’rhitet% tudies but they are not nearly ex-
tensive enotgh and I dotibt if they are going to get us enough answers
g *i!ﬁ;timé.: ,I”%ink we need an additional concentration of this kind of
effort. e : : SR P i Pofer i ARSI
f‘ de:g. QVmA%Ni”Isany?of this work' being conducted ‘with California
un ¢ : B A
" Mr. 'WarNE: Yes, sbnie;"thrp*lftg’*ljf*the-*‘Univeréity*?bf’.@uiifbrnia; ‘the -
Oceanography Institute at La-Jolla; and through our department of
fish and game. We aré doing some of this, and we ate pregéntly plan-
ning ‘additional progranis which wé'hope to bring forward in therext
gession of the legislaturel 0 oo i e e
_Chairman Mirurer. The ocean is 'a very big place and people feel
that you cah dump anything into it. But I’'think we have learned
that this is a fallacy.  ‘Back about 1948, you might remember wé: had
'some pretty lean water years in' California:’ ‘One chemical‘plant that
produced chlorine did so by using the dumy power that was generated
under normal conditions. - 'Since this surplus‘power was not present,
they ¢ouldn’t supply the chlorine that' the ¢ity of Los'Angelesneeded
to sterilize its sewage.** This resulted:in’ southein ‘California beaches -
Heing posted and no swininiing wis allowed becawse of the contami-
e I L T R I R N R
 Then again, shaiks have appeared in waters-off southern California
‘where they never previously appedred; and the studies made indicated
that the’ slight' rise in’temperature through the ‘disposal of sewage
changed the ’ec’o‘log‘ﬁr and caused thée water to bécome suitablé for the
sharks to exist.  These ‘are the things that we don’t know very much
about. We have just begun to scratch the surface inthis field: Some
years ago when the Atomis Enetigy Commission issuéd: areport on the
disposal of atomic ‘waste along the Atlantic and gulf cousts; the Sub-
committes on: Oceanographiy; which T then had the privilege to head,
made soine studies and wanted to publish: a study of the «disposal of
‘these wastes on'the Pacific coast. ‘When the Atomic Energy Com-
mission was alerted, no such report was ever rendered. Is:that

My, Warxe. I'don’t think so. R RIREE ’ b
" "Chairman Mitrer. As 1 understand it, the people, in the threewest
‘coast States wanted to:deposit the atomic waste in the -ocean. -It just
didn’t work out even though thiswas tobe a véry slight voncentration.
They were supposed ' to dump ‘the waste-in a thousand fathoms of
water. The material was-deposited in'steel drums covered with con- -
crete and was supposed. to sink to:the bottom of the oeean. The divi-
sion of fish and game in California duplicated these drums, sunk them,
and found that they were floating at 400 fatlioms rather than &
thousand. R Cn
Off the shore of New Jersey two of these drums had been supposedly
dumped ini a thousand fathoms:of watér, but became snaggedpﬁ the
nets of some fishermen. This was very:low leve] waste and T presume
did no damage, but what will'happen if there is a high level of damage?



