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- deigionios Somhicl of the vhrying altexnatives is soleofed
public domain, . It is-hepe.thas the concept of “Federalle
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really, put.to the test. . Whatiis dong in. the Feder ;
-aganeies ipust-submit to.thetest of practical results; seomomy o
tion) and reasonable capital investment, - .. . oot
o Quastion 81 How. do yeu wiew ithe role of the professional specialist
.t providing ¢ better. state of knowledge on the part. of the, general
lic.regarding the preblems of. envirommantal pollution abatement?
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5 Answer: The professional specialist has a moral or professional ob-
. ligation to givethe fadts of a;given situation as he geos them without
J© httempbing to color the views with-his personal opinions, m tivations,
- desires, political or religious convictions, . The “information explo--
-~ sion”.thet:is scopmpanying the speeding advance of scienee and. teeh-
nology and the rapidity of communication (particularly in.the public 3
media). presents-a major challenge to the professional spesialists in in-
- forming the public regarding environmental pollution. Many as
~ of the question of environmental quality in reality (as has been-indi-

o - cated in;our prepared: testimony and:in response to these additional

continuation. questions), involve subjective. reactions rather than ob-
- _jective  analysis..- The. impertance . of providing information. in a
~readily understandable form: for use by the general ‘becomes
Iy ntsliyapparenty B T
.., The iprofessional specialist in. environmental pollution must 3 og-
nize that individuals (and individuals collectively: ‘in%;mups‘). uiiders
take aictipn when the.satisfaction to-be derived from that action out-
-weighs the.discomforts and sperifices that he may have to undergo:in
+  order to arrive at' that particular goal. This does not:. infer that
people and populations behave in a. rational manner. ' Population
projudices, habits, and just sheer inertia may prevent-what _agg@am to
a perfectly logical and necessary course from being undertalfen:
- Expectations and apprehensions based on past experiences or on inade-
~ quate information, although unfounded, may prove to be.a deciding .
- . determinate in individual ’g'wu{fp iresponses. . . Aceoidingly, some
-+ single or possibly only two or three elemients affesting s problem in the
Eﬂblm ‘domain-may:influence the overall decision.” The situstion m'a.ﬁ
~beeome even mere acute whern the problem is a complex one in which
-am ill-defined or only: partially -valid premise or set of conclusions-is
: present in an guthoritative senge, ’IPhe problems of environmental
o Ipa%hg&ion-preaent@u{usvsuch’aset of eonditions: . .- S

i .« The professional specialist, to.properly communicate with the gen-
erdl public, must: have available to him-adequate commumnieation within

. bigiown diseipline; and, must insure that: snch communication: exists
oW ther .disciplines who have a: proper:interest: and: irivol vemesit.

. Wathout such.communidations, the inewitable differences of opinion:or
< narrew:specifities.of intérest within: the-professional community can.

¢ Qg%gﬁmg@ o further-confrise the. general-public. ...

is preblem: of- informstion - dissemination and ‘information: re-
trieval isa major one.: . The Départment of Defense-NAS A Informa-
tionj Life . Sciences; ‘Space. Research - and - Fechnology - Bxchange

A ILSSE), now- being incorporated into the DefenseDocurnentation

" Lenter and: the.services. available to the vatious: Federa] -departments
L oamd gencies | mgh.the: National Research: Counbil, National Ad-
- Hinory
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