894 ADEQUACY OF TECHNOLOGY FOR POLLUTION ABATEMENT

How many small towns across the country have allowed their prime |
industry to continue to pollute the rivers'and the air for fear that |
attempts to regulate may stimulate the plant to move? How many
of these towns do not have sufficient funds to construct a modern,
efficient sewage treatment plant? TInstead of air,ﬁollution devices—
«or-safety features—the-automobile industry has offered an unending
-and amazing assortment of gimmicks—from blinding chrome to stereo

- phonographs—to catch the eye of the buying public.:’ L

These are the reasons why Federal actionis unavoidable if we

desire to achieve the goal the President hasoutlined. - - + i

. ‘Tt hasoften been'said that our technology is adequate to the problem, -
if'only it were applied.  Although this 1s not entirely accurate, there |
i miuch to this statement. For example, no' technical advances are |
~ needed fot alleviating pollition from farm animal wastes, particulate

- ‘materials in the air and sewage efffuénits—only standards and regula-
tlons, controls and devices.  Pittsburgh’s battle against air pollution -

18 justly renowried. : By placing: controls on soot and restricting the

~use of high-sulfut fuels, pollution in that city waé reduced by 67 per-

" Nonetheless, it 'would:be‘foolish ‘and shortsighted to 'say our tech-

nology is adequiite to our needs. - Development of feasible technology
has beenihindered by some important factors which 'we might ‘consider
at'this point. . First; it has been shown ‘that thers is ot sufficient com-
munication of the knowledge'we do have—particularly between the
ressarchy seientist ‘and’ the etigineer.’ More work is needed’in: both
basic and applied résearch but the work of the seiéntist and engineer

- must ifiteract:in ordertostimulate progress on bothends,

" We'eannot overlook the' problemdof ¢ost and market: for deVeIO‘l;img
- equipient s‘thus there has'beén no market for ‘sich hardware. “‘Con-

versely If these congidérations were reversed, T have little doubt that
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Wie néed mote resvarch into the effects of logtinie exposure int order

technology. « Without a requirement’ to do-so, without ‘s clear profit
‘ Vo developmient ‘of ‘new; effedtive; low-cost -
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