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A regional mobile rural health program was inaugurated at ODECA’s head-
quarters in San Salvador in 1962 to establish mobile units in each of the six
countries of the isthmus providing curative and preventive medical services where
no health services exist or are deficient. At present 56 vehicles regularly visit 443
communites each week, treating an average of 2,500 persons daily in areas with a
population of more than 2 million inhabitants. The program which is adminis-
tered by each of the six countries with the cooperation of the ATD missions in each
country also assists in community development services. These include installa-
tion of community health centers, sewage and potable water systems, garbage
disposal programs, public baths, laundries and libraries, small industries and
athletic fields. Community committees for development projects are encouraged.
ROCAP notes that “for health and community education, more than 12,800
meetings have been held with an attendance of more than 250,000. Through
these meetings and active participation of the citizens in self-help community
development projects, attitudes are changing with the development of a sense of
responsibility and pride in their local organizations and achievements.”’

In addition, ROCAP works with the Consejo Superior Universitario Centro-
americano headquartered in San José, whose purpose is to effect coordination and
cooperative development of higher education in Central America. CSUCA’s
aims are to bring about specialization of the national universities in particular
branches of learning, including the sciences, for all the region’s students and thus
avoid duplication (and weaker institutions) in each of the five participating
countries. CSUCA receives assistance through various sources, including the
Interamerican Development Bank.
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1 Estimated.

Source: Economic Data Book, GNP and gross investment at 1962 prices; CAP’s for investment; CAPTO
Circular A-62 for Government Finances and Public Debt.



