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Mr. RusseLL. Yes.

Mr. Quie. You don’t have any connection with that, then?

Mr. NicRERSON. Yes, we do.

Mr. Quie. Do you make the contract with the shoe manufacturing
company ?

Mr. N1ckErsox. With the school system which in turn makes the
arrangements with the industry as such. So everything is channeled
through the——

Mr. Quie. Educational system ?

Mr. N1cRERSON. Yes.

Turning to the Economic Opportunity Act, we are involved in the
Neighborhood Youth Corps and the administration of this title. In
the beginning, the State of Maine served as the coordinating agency,
the department of education coordinating agency, for local Neighbor-
hood Youth projects. This, I think, is a little interesting because
while this was approved in the beginning, then there was some think-
ing that perhaps 1t should not be done in this way and now they have
returned to thinking that thisis a good way.

This is well adapted to the State of Maine. The department
operates 73 projects In cooperation with the local school system and is
aslsisting 800 students in this fashion to return to school or to stay in
school.

Tt has also contributed in performing useful work in the school
systems or in the community.

Mr. GisBoxs. Are all Neighborhood Youth Corps programs run
through the State?

Mr. Nioxersox. They are this year. That was not true last year.
Most of them were but there were a few of the larger school systems
that operated them separately. This year they are all channeled
through the State department.

Under title II, part B, the adult basic education programs—this
is one which is giving us a little concern at the present time. It is
not because of the repeal of the title and the transfer of the adminis-
tration of adult education to the U.S. Office of Education, because we
do consider that the transfer to the U.S. Office of Education of adult
education is highly desirable. But we have a problem at the present
time with this transfer involving no State matching funds or allow-
ance for any State administration.

Unless some solution is forthcoming, Maine’s II-B programs may
come to an end.

Mr. Gmeoxs. I don’t understand that. Will you explain that to
me? I knew there was a good reason why I voted against that.

Mr. NicEersox. We have several adult education programs, but
this is the basic one which is for those with less than an eighth grade
education. We have been able through a staff member to promote
and to assist local school systems in offering this tylp))e of program. Be-
ing an educational program, I presume, is the basic reason for its
having been transferred from its home there in Economic Opportunity
to U.S. Office of Education.

Mr. Gmeoxs. How does it affect your matching money ?

Mr. Nickersox. The person in charge, the director of the program,
has been subsidized or paid through Federal funds entirely in the



