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in the fact that the alternative in achieving national policy through education
lies in a centralizeq ministry of education along the lines of the European model.
Federal aiq, especially of a project or ad hoc nature, is conducive to the preserva-
tion of diversity and personal initiative responsive at the local level to the wil]
of the people, while at the same time achieving the national purpose through
the democratic DProcesses of choice and the decision to participate or not to partici-
pate. The central ministry, on the other hand, has often resulted in a monolithic
educational structure moulded to the national goal with little or no direct re-
sponse to the people, A recognition of federal support for education as an
instrument of national policy should result in a strong reaffirmation of the
basie principle underlying it as both necessary to and compatible with the
democratic nature of American society. At the same time, it should provide the
philosophical framework within which guidelines can be constructed for evaluat-
ing both policies and programs,

perimentation, innovation, and loeal initiative. Experience with the Smith-
Hughes Act and similar brograms indicates at least partial justification for such
an assumption. Therefore, great care should be used, in those instances where
Drograms of a relatively permanent nature appear to be indicated, to build into

The value of higher education and its relation to national purpose is evident
in the eduecation given to an increasing number of Americans, in the increase of
scholarship and research, in the expansion of the use made of knowledge in busi-
ness and government and other areas of society, in the moves to consolidate new
areas of information ang activity and to relate them to new trades and pro-
fessions sharpened and sanctioned by introduction into college and university
brograms, and in attempts to apply its own tools angd insights to its own domain,
The result is increased education in knowledge and sensibility, expansion of
knowledge, expansion of meaningful services to society, and DPreparation of new
practitioners for our increasingly upgraded manpower needs, as well as increased
tax benefits from graduates whose incomes without the benefit of college or
university education might not be as large.

The national outreach of higher education is evident not only from the recogni-
tion being extended by federal legislation but also from the several ways in
which most of the major universities and colleges already have g “national”
character, in the diverse backgrounds of their faculties and students, and in

The national service provided by higher education is indicated by the resources
now available in the populations of institutions of higher education, in the re-
sources available in the present and emerging facilities of colleges and univer-
sities, in the products and activities, in tasks performed such as the international
undertakings of Southern Illinois University, in the effect upon the educational
level of the American people, and in the importance of the principle that the
society which does not value trained intelligence is doomed.

though institutions may feel increasingly compelled to accept it in order to meet
the challenges placed upon them by the complex and changing larger society or
simply in order to meet their “competition,” their choice to participate or not, or
to selectively participate, is and must continue to be preserved,




