2. ME."I‘ROPOLITAN AMERIC'A‘ CHALLENGE TO FE‘DERALISM o

- 'The Comm1ssmn has endeavored to dlrect its. Work S0 as to prowde a

~ sustained %arogram of research, attention to political realities aswell as
*technical factors, and an application of research findings to point the
~way toward concerted intergovernmental action in metropolitan areas.

The Commission’s reports on metropolitan problems have ranged

over such issues as government structure and organization, the per-
- formance of specific urban functions, alternative approaches to gov-

ernmental reorganization in metropolitan areas, the impact of Fed-
eral urban development programs, metropolitan social and economic
disparities, intergovernmental res_ponmb1 ities for water supply and
‘sewage dls%osal and the complexities of relocattng people and busi-
nesses displaced by government action. This book is based on the

- series of Commission studies in order to present both an analysis of
~the subjects the cover and the rogram for improvement proposed

‘by the Commission. Taken toget er, the separate analyses constitute

a diagnosis of the state of metropohtan America and its governmental
_capabilities. In-addition, the specific proposals furnish the basis for
~ a workable phllosophy of intergovernmental relations in an urban

10 million additional children, welfare and health facilities for 5 million

age, and for a unified program of needed Federal State, a.nd local ac-
tion on metropohta,n area problems , 5 L

200 metropohtan arees, and v1rtuall all future rowth is ex ected to
 take place within these areas. Insule metropolitan areas, however,
‘?growth does not take a concentrated form but tends to spread wel i
- beyond the established cities into fringe territory. By now, m tha,nw o
~ half the metropolitan population lives outside the central cities.
‘fThIS pattern of growth imposes major new service demands on
tlymg areas, many. of which have n er k
th the pressures of sudden population increase. =
“Johnson outlined the national magnitude of the urban '
allenge in his 1965 message to Congress on the cities: .

Our new city dwellers will need bhomes and’ ‘schools and. public services, By

‘ 1975 we will need over 2 million new homes a year. We will need school for

- people over the age of 60, transportation facilities for the daily movem, nt of

200 million people, and more than 80 million automobiles.

~ In the remainder of this century—in less than 40 years—-éurban popﬁlation sl
will double, eity land will double, and we will have to build in our cities as

i ‘much as all that we have built since the first colonist arrived on these shores.

B :‘ It isas if-we had 40 years to rebuild the enhre urban United States.

|

o Urban growth is a eomplex process requiring a wide verlety of
- public an _private resources. The expansive pattern of urban de-
velo Clpmem: in the United States means, first, that a large supply of

is needed to accommodate increases in populatlon and economic

activity. In fact, the need for urban land tends to grow at a faster
rate than population increase. In' the New York metropolitan
‘region—defined broadly to include several contiguous metropolitan
areas in New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut—the populatlon i3

s expected to grow from 16 mllhon n 1960 to 22 mllho : ‘n; 1985 If*"f‘fl




