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~”,of much relocatlon, occaswned by the shortage of housm thet low- -
income families can afford, have created increasing ]E)poswlon tothe
- rebuilding of central c1t1es and. the construction o needed publlcff i
' ’Works g
, g METROPOLITAN INTERDEPENDENOE

N Underlymg many metropohtan problems is the faﬂure of govern-
~ mental institutions to come to grips with the growing 1nterdependence S
~of people and communities within metropolitan areas. As urban set-
 tlement spreads across lines of local jurisdiction, the cities and suburbs
together come to comprise a single integrated area for living and
‘working, People look for housing and employment within a broad
region. circumscribed more by the convenience of commuting and by
personal preferences than by local government boundaries. The

_ existence of a metropolitanwide housing and job market is, in fact,

the basis for defining metropolitan areas. In the definition of the e
~ U.S. Bureau of the Budget and the Bureau of the Census, “the gen-
~eral concept of a metropolitan area is one of an mtegrated economlc S
~and social unit with a recognlyed large population nucleus.” ; o

The detailed criteria used in defining “standard metropohtan sta»[,
 tistical areas” (SMSA’s) provide further insight into the integrated
 «character of these areas. Each area must contain at least one city of =
50,000 inhabitants or more, or “twin cities” with a combined popula-

‘ ,‘tlon of at least 50,000. The metropolitan character of the county
_ containing the central city or cities is established by determmmg that

- the county is a place of work or residence for a concentration of non-

~ living: water supplies, dramage
e ‘such as highway and utility systems, and many other facilities

T and commercml centers These orms of 1nteractlon, together

- agricultural workers. The specific conditions that must be met in-
clude a requirement that at least 75 percent of the labor force must
. have nonagricultural occupetlons, and other tests concerning popula-
tion density and job concentrations. In New England, the compo-
- ments of metropolitan areas are 01t1es and towns rat. ther than counties.
~ Outlying counties (cities and towns in New England) are considered
part of the metropohtan area. if they meet either of the followmg e
- tests: i
(1) If 15 percent of the workers hvmg in- the county Work in thex o
g county where the central city is located;or e
. (2) If 25 percent of those Worklng in the outlylng county hve in
the county where the central city is located.
- If the information ooncermng these two requlrements is not 1on-,
cluswe, other kinds of information are considered: reports o o
. paper circulation, the extent to which residents of outlying - e
~ maintain charge accounts in central city retail stores, oﬁiclali*tmﬁic
i counts, and other indicators of central city-suburban interaction.*
- Metropolitan areas are integrated in other ways, as well. ‘Local
‘communities share many kinds of na,tural resources used for urban
: asins, recreation areas. They
also share many manmade facilities that cut ‘across local bot nd‘ ri

serve large segments of the metropolitan population, such as airp

. ATor: a full discussion of the criteria used in delineatin tandard metropolitan st' al o
" @reas, see Executive Office of the President, Bureau of the: Budget, Standard Metropolitan

k ’,Stamtical Areas (Washington : Government Printing Office, 1964). An even broader -

«degignation, the Standard onsohdated Area is used to cover a group ‘of adjacent SMSA’
‘around New York and Chicago. AN ‘



