Chapter VII
PROGRAM FOR BETTER PERFORMANCE

Many kinds of proposals for government action flow from the gen-
eral principles that the Commission has developed for coping with
metropolitan problems. Some of the Commission’s recommendations
are for measures to Improve the machinery of government itself—
that is, to strengthen the capacity of governments to deal with metro-
politan issues. Others are intended to improve the operation of speci-
fic programs affecting metropolitan areas, Still other Pproposals are
for ways to use governmental resources more effectively in attacking
particular problems. _ ‘

In summarizing the Commission’s main proposals concerning metro-
politan areas, this chapter will consider first package of State meas-
ures for strengthening governmentsl structure and using State-local
relations to the best advantage in metropolitan areas. Then a number

structural improvements in government and some toward more effec-
tive use of Federal aid in metropolitan areas. Finally, proposals will

sewage disposal, relocation assistance to people and businesses dis-
placed by government, and the problems of metropolitan social
and economic disparities. This presentation is by no means a full
recapitulation of all Commission proposals ‘affecting metropolitan
areas; but it summarizes the major measures for structural change
and it illustrates the application og the Commission’s general principle
to selected governmental responsibilities and problems,

Stare-Locar, ReLaTrons
The Commission has proposed the provision of a State “arsenal” of

see fit. These weapons consist of permissive powers for strengthening
and reorganizing local government in metropolitan areas. At the
same time, the Commission has recommended action to assert State
legislative authority, leadership, stimulation, and supervision with
respect to metropolitan area, problems. '

1. “RESIDUAL POWERS” HOME RULE AND RESERVATION OF STATE LEGISLATIVE
AUTHORITY ‘

To further the objectives of freedom of action for local government
and to prevent erosion of home rule authority, the Commission rec-
ommends that in their constitutions the States grant to selected local
governments all functiona]l powers not expresslv reserved or restricted
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