sibility for this function jis best lodged in an areawide comprehensive
planning agency. The metropolitan planning agency should tie
together the technical planning efforts of the various local, regional,
State, and Federa] agencies whose activities affect urban water sy pl
and waste disposal. Local units of government should coordinats
utility policymaking on 3 regional basis, regardless of the number
of operating agencies in the metropolitan area. '

e creation of an operating metropolitan utility does not of itself
guarantee adequate planning. Metropolitan water and sewer agencies
staffed solely by engineers, as many are, are likely to concentrate on
utility-oriented planning and to ignore broader uestions of urban

evelopment, Usually it is not Possible for g single-function metro.
politan water or Sewer agency to undertake con;prehensive planning,

4. ESTABLISHMEN T OF A UN IT OF STATE GOVERN MENT FOR OVERALL STATE
WATER RESOURCE PLANNING AND POLICYMAKING :

~ The Commission recommends that States enact legislation giving

responsibility for overal] State water réesource planning, policymak-
ing; and program coordination to g single agency.s State water re-
source planning and policy development, should give urgent consid-

- eration to the requirementg and problems of yrban areas. Kach State
also should insure that the interests of its urban areas are mcluded in ;
the State’s Teépresentation on interstate water agencies,

Arrangementg developed in recent years in Maryland, New York,
North Carolina, and Connecticut give a State water resources agency
primary responsibility for planning and policymaking for al] phases
of water development, with the State health department retain‘mg its
traditional role in those areas where it possesses technical capabilities.

The Commission recommends that the States enforce water pollu-
tion legislation and regulations affecting public health and recreation,
and municipal, industrial, and other uses with greater vigor and thor-
oughness, Speciﬁca,lly, it recommends : (@) strengthened legislation
to permit, States, singly and jointly, to control and abate pollution

of rivers and streams; (3) more Vigorous administration of State

18 See  “State Water Resource Planning angq -Coordination Act,” ACIR 1966 State
Legislative Program ( Washington, D.C.: October 1965), pp. 360-367.




