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diserimination in the armed forces and in civil service employment.
Some state legislatures acted against diserimination in housing and
employment, and Congress took its first cautious steps since Recon-
struction to advance civil rights.

In the years since the Brown decision, a civil rights mass movement
has taken shape among Negroes, utilizing the tactics of nonviolent
direct action to demand immediate and full equality in all areas. The
Reverend Martin Luther King led Negroes of Montgomery, Alabama,
in a year-long boyecott of the city’s segregated bus system. Negro college
students launched ‘‘sit-in’s’’ throughout the South in a movement that
ended segregation at lunch counters and other public facilities in hun-
dreds of Southern communities. ‘‘Freedom riders’’ gave effect to court
decisions outlawing segregaton in transportation facilities. By 1963
mass demonstrations for equality in public facilities, jobs, edueation, and
housing had spread from the South to many Northern cities, and over
200,000 people joined a ‘“‘March on Washington’’ in support of former
President John F. Kennedy’s proposal that Congress pass a substan-
tial eivil rights bill. These efforts were pursued in the face of mob
violence, the arrests of thousands of demonstrators, the assassination
of an NAACP leader in Mississippi, and the death of four Negro girls
in the bombing of a Birmingham church.

This civil rights revolution seems to us to be one of the major his-
torical events of the mid-twentieth century and to demand full treat-
ment in any American history textbook. The gains that have been made
should be deseribed realistically and not as an ode to the inevitable
justice and progress of the democratic system. It should be made clear
that the outcome of the civil rights struggle is still in doubt and that
the inequalities are so great as to defy quick remedy by even the most
vigorous effort.

In the midst of this ecivil rights revolution, historians and educators
have a clear responsibility, at the very least, to see to it that the role
of Negroes in American life is taught fully and accurately. We have
tried to indicate what a minimally full and accurate textbook account
should be. Surely the state of California can mno longer tolerate text-
books that fall far short of this minimal standard.



