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Finally, to finance next summer's training program, I strongly rccommend
early action on a supplemental appropriation request of $12.5 million for the
Teacher Corps in fiscal year 1967.

Educating the handicapped

One child in ten in our country is afllicted with a handicap whieh, if left
untreated, severely cripples his chance to become a productive adult.

In my Message on Children and Youth, I proposed measures to bring better
health care to these children—the mentally retarded, the crippled, the chronically
ill.

We must also give attention to their special educational needs. We must
more precisely identify the techniques that will be effective in helping handi-
capped children to learn.

We need many more teachers who have the training essential to help these
children. There as now only 70,000 specially trained teachers of the handi-
capped—a small fraction of the number the Nation requires. In the next
decade, five times that number must be trained and put to work.

I recommend legislation to:

Establish regional resource centers to identify the educational needs of
handicapped children and help their parents and teachers meet those needs.
Recruit more men and women for careers in educating the handicapped.
Extend the scrvice providing captioned films and other instructional mate-
rials for the deaf to all handicapped people.
Ending discrimination

Giving every American an equal chance for education requires that we put
an end once and for all to racial segregation in our schools.

In the Civil Right Act of 1964, this Nation committed itself to eliminating
segregation. Yet patterns of discrimination are still entrenched in many com-
munities, North and South, East and West.

If equal opportunity is to be more than a slogan in our society every state
and community must be encouraged to face up to this legal and moral respon-
sibility.

I have requested $30 million—nearly a four-fold increase over this year's appro-
priation—to provide the meeded resources under Title IV of the Civil Rights
Act to help states and communities face the problems of school desegregation.

Education for the world of work

Three out of ten students in America drop out before completing high school.
Only two out of ten of our Nation’s young men and women receive college degrees.

Too few of these young people get the training and guidance they need to
find good jobs.

I recommend legislation to aid secomdary schools and colleges to develop
new programs in vocational education, to make work part of the learning ezperi-
ence and to provide career-counseling for their students.

A number of our colleges have highly successful programs of cooperative
education which permit students to vary periods of study with periods of
employment. This is an important educational innovation that has demon-
strated its effectiveness. It should be applied more widely in our schools and
universities.

I recommend an amendment of the College Work-Study Program which will
for the first time permit us to support cooperative education projects.

I am also requesting the Director of the Ofice of Economic Opportunity and
the Secretary of Labor to use Neighborhood Youth Corps funds at the high
school level for this purpose.

Combating adult illiteracy

At least three million adults in America cannot read or write. Another 13
million have less than an eighth grade education. Many of these citizens lack
the basic learning to cope with the routine business of daily life.

This is a national tragedy and an economic loss for which each one of us
must pay.

The Adult Education Act, enacted last year, is our pledge to help eliminate
this needless loss of human talent.

This year, I am requesting $44 million—an increase of nearly fifty percent—
for adult basic education programs.




