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When the Commissioner of Education testified before us, I believe
he said there would be 10 clearinghouses around the country, in addi-
tion to the 2o regional Tabs and the R. & D. centers.

Do vou have auy of those clearinghouses? I assume they might be
connected with ERIC.

My, Hirr. We have been very active in the ERIC project. T assume
Lie was referring to a network for dissemination purposes. Our plan-
ning siatt i< constantly developing brief descriptions of activities or
special projecis that ave being carried on and sending them into the
.=, Oftice for inclusion in ERIC.

The regional lab. in our case, has taken this thing of dissemination
as one of their primary responsibilities. They have organized so that
they are stafling to assist in the implementation of this clearinghouse
operation. of moving information out.

To find a good answer is no good unless we get it into the works.

Ay Drepraras, Which subject will your clearinghouse specialize
in’?

Mr, Hrrr, T don't know whether they have been designated. I am
not familiar with this idea of 20 clearinghouses.

Mr. Brapraras. As he rold e, they would have all of these clear-
inohovses, and each one would have a different subject, just as each

2. & D. center hasa different subject.

I under=tand the regional labs are trying to coordinate evervthing?

Mr. Mrorer, That ix the basie approach. There is one, for ex-
ample, in the small schools in New Mexico. There is one under the
voeational edueation at Ohio State. There are a number of them
which liave been designated as clearinghouses, depositories of fugi-
tive materials that can be then put on cards and developed in some
way that ean be useful.

Mr. Bripraras. Then we really have three channels, don’t we,
through which information is coming by an organization to the local
school district?

One iz the State department of education which transmits a sub-
stantial amount of information. innovative ideas and education, and
then running from the R. & D. centers through the regional labora-
tories to the supplemental centers and down to the local school, and
the third way would be from the R. & D. centers to the specialized
clenvingliouses and then to the local schools.

Mr. Mirrr. T would say all of these would be involved. T would
emphasize the point that Commissioner Hitt made, that this infor-
mation iz of no value unless it gets to people who can use it and
will use it.

Both can and will are important. Just giving a flow of informa-
tion is not enongh. The information needs to be packaged. This is
quite an art in itself, packaging information so that it can be used,
so that svstems will pick it up. Tt is not inst a flow that we are con-
cerned abont. Tt i= the type. the nature of the flow, and what is said
ro whom and how.

T wonld sngeest we arve still infants in the area of dissemination.
We have packaged reams of materials and millions of words, just sort
af heping L ihe <hotann blast <omehow we would ger theve. T think
the centers heing developed in Texas arve very conscions of the dis-
semination prablery and the implementation problem.




