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and the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of education shall
forever be encouraged.” The document has been described as “second
only in importance to the Bill of Rights of the Constitution as a guar-
antee of religious freedom.” The Northwest Ordinance was re-enacted
August 7, 1789 by the first session of the First Congress,'® the same
Congress to which a few weeks later, on September 26, 1789, the Con-
ference Committee report proposed the final draft of the first amend-
ment. It was later praised in the highest terms by Webster!! and by
Lincoln.’* The Southwest Ordinance, passed by the First Congress in
1790, applying to Tennessee and eventually to the entire Mississippi
Territory, contained the same provision.

Nor did the new education movement launched by Horace Mann in
the 1830’s seek the abolition of religion in the schools. To the contrary,
it was definitely intended that the new schools should provide knowledge
of religion along with traditional moral training. While Mann desired
sectarianism kept out of the public school curriculum—what he called
“special and peculiar instructions respecting theology”’—he defined
education to include moral and religious upbringing. He concluded his
lecture in 1838 on “The Necessity of Education in a Republican Govern-
ment” by stating:

And, finally, by the term education I mean such a culture of our moral affec-
tions and religious sensibilities, as in the course of nature and Providence shall
lead to a subjection and conformity of all our appetites, propensities, and
sentiments to the Will of Heaven.13

Similar expressions from American educational leaders are to be found
in abundance over the remaining decades of the nineteenth century and,
indeed, down to the present.

There is no purpose here to suggest criticism of the reasons why
public school education in America became to a considerable extent
secular rather than religious, nor is it suggested that it is inevitably true
that certain trends toward sterilizing the public schools of any minimal
efforts to acquaint children with God or the Commandments or prayer
will continue. It is, on the other hand, merely pointed out that it can-
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