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housing effective education

In a large school, children are apt to be herded and regimented.

In a small school, children can have personal relationships
with all members of the statf with whom they have contact.
Teachers feel responsible for their children's progress
and take pride in their individual achievement and the
achievement of the school as a whole.

The New York State Department of Education recommends
an elementary school population of 400 to 800 pupils in

14 to 28 classes. A nationwide survey of educators sets a
figure of 800 pupils as the most effective.

Faced with the reality of meeting the needs of the children
in seriously inadequate schools, we propose to accept

the figure of 1,000 as the upper limit. It is our position that,
through drastic 9 . these i

can serve as a base for effective education.

We must insist, howsever, on sutficient room within the
buitding to atford a seat for each of these 1,000 children
and a room for each class. In addition, space is essential for

class size

Every child has the right to a dependent relationship

with aduits. Too many children in so-catled “difficult’ schools
have been deprived of this childhood right becauss class sizes
have been much too farge and supporting services toc meager.

Unless this right is returned to them, their educational
progress will be severaly limited. Bonuses for teachers
wlll not return this right.

Grant the children an number of p

adults on whom to depend, and you grant them the right to
be curious, which is the basis of lsarning. For the first time
the adults will have the opportunity to see the children

as Individuals and to bulld curriculum tailored to the needs
of the individual and the group.

In the light of the d growth of

orientations derived from many disciplines, effective
education function of an appropriately small class size.

If class registers were lowered and the classroom teacher
were supp by an number of i
creating a child-adult ratio of at most 12 to one,

special services for the physically, intellectually, and
socially matadjusted pupils, and for the supportive services.

recommendations

1) Schools should have adequate facilities for 800 to 1,000
pupils, with provision for avery needed special service.

2) If a school has a population in excess of the number which
can be effectively housed, the excess children should be
transferred and provision made for them elsewhere by

one of the following procedures:

a. redistricting

b. bussing children to underutilized schools

c. instalting demountable units on an emergency basis
until more permanent housing can be built

d. ing in
existing school buildings

space in

o. using space in housing projects for extra classrooms

t. setting up in al

““The pedagogic tasks which canfront teachers in the skum schools are far
more difficull than those which their colleagues in the wealthy suburbs face.

Yol in the suburbs there is likely ko be a spacious modern school slaffed by
23 many a3 70 professionals per 1,000 pupifa: in the skum one finds a crowded,
aften dilapidated and unatirective school staffed by 40 or fewer
professionals per 1,000 pupils.

' The contrast challenges any complacency we may have about our method of
financing public schools.”
—Shums snd Suburbs, James B. Conant

the children of these schools might come into their own.
Any higher ratio would be ineffective.
recommendations

1) Class size should not be larger than 18 to 22; and where
indicated, no larger than 15 or fewer.

2) The over-all child-adult ratio should not be greater than
12 chitdren to one professional adult.




