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§181.42 Who May Exercise Choice

A choice of schools may be exercised by a parent or other adult person serving
as the student's parent. A student may exercise his own choice if he (1) is
exercising a choice for the ninth or a higher grade, or (2) has reached the age
of fifteen at the time of the exercise of choice. Such a choice by a student is
controlling unless a different choice is exercised for him by his parent, or other
adult person acting as his parent, during the period in which the student exer-
¢ises his choice. Each reference in this Subpart to a student exercising a choice
means the exercise of the choice by a parent or such other adult, or by the stu-
dent himself. as may be appropriate under this provision.

§181.43 Annual Mandatory Exercise of Choice

Bach student must be required to exercise a free choice of schools once
annually. A student may not be enrolled or assigned to a school without exer-
cising his choice, except as provided in § 181.45 below.

§ 181.44 Choice Period

A period of at least 30 days must be provided for exercising choice, to com-
mence no earlier than January 1 and to end no later than April 30, preceding
the school year for which choice is to be exercised. The Commissioner may
require an additional period or different dates for a particiular school system.
No preference in school assignment may be given on the basis of an early exer-
cise of choice during the choice period.

§181.45 Failure To Exercise Choice

A failure to exercise a choice within the choice period does not excuse a
student from exercising his choice, which may be done at any time before he
commences school for the year with respect to which the choice applies. How-
ever, any such late choice must be subordinated to the choices of students who
exercised choice during the choice period. If by a week after school opens there
is any student who has not yet exercised his choice of school. he must be assigned
to the school nearest his llome where space is available. Standards for deter-
mining available space must be applied uniformly throughout the system.

§181.46 Letters to Parents, Notices, and Choice Forms

(a) Mailings. On the first day of the choice period, each school system must
distribute, by first class mail. a letter. an explanatory notice, and a choice form,
to the parent or other adult person acting as parent of each student who is then
enrolled, except high school seniors expected to graduate, together with a re-
turn envelope addressed to the Superintendent. The texts for the letter, notice,
and choice form to be used must be in a form prescribed by the Commissioner.

(b) Ertra Copies. Extra copies of the letter. the notice. and the choice form
must be freely available to parents, students, prospective students and the general
public. at each school in the system and at the office of the Superintendent.

(¢) Maps Available to Public. A sireet or road map showing the boundaries
of. and the school serving. each attendance zone must be freely available for
public inspection at the office of the Superintendent. Each school in the system
must have freely available for public inspection a map showing the boundaries
of its attendance area.

§181.35 Reports

(a) Attendance Zones. The report submitted under § 181.18(a) by April
15 of each year must be accomplished by a map, which must show the name and
location of each school facility planned to be used during the coming school year,
the attendance zones for each school in effect during the current school year,
and any changes in the attendance zones planned for the coming school
vear. The map need not be of professional quality. A clippinz of each news-
paper announcement and any map published under § 181.34 (b) or (c¢) above
must be xent to the Commissioner within three days after publication and. in
the case of proposed revisions, must be accompanied by data showing the esti-
mated change in attendance, by race. color, or national origin and by grade,
and in the racial composition of the professional staff, at each school to be
affected.

(b Attendance Outside Zone of Residence. Whenever a student is permitted
to attend o <chonl other than that serving his zone of recidence, and whenever
a requesr for ch atrendance is denied, the school system must retain records




