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showing (1) the school and grade applied for, (2) the zone of the student’s
residence and his grade therein, (3) the race, color, or national origin of the
student, (4) the reason stated for the request. and (5) the reason the request
is granted or denied. Whenever the total number of transfers permitted from
any school exceeds two percent of the student enrollment at that school, the
relevant facts must be reported promptly to the Commissioner.

(¢) Content of Choice Form. Unless otherwise authorized or required by
the Commisxioner, each choice form, as prepared by the school system for dis-
tribution, (1) must set forth the name and location of. and the grade offered
at, each school, and (2) may inquire of the person exercising the choice only
the name, address, and age of the student, the school and grade currently or most
recently attended by the student, the school chosen, the signature of one par-
ent or other adult person serving as parent or, where appropriate under § 181.42
above, the signature of the student, and the identity of the person signing. If
necessary to provide information required by §§ 181.18 and 181.19 above, or for
other reports required by the Commissioner, the choice form may also ask the
race, color, or national origin of the student. No statement of reasons for a par-
ticular choice, or any other information, or any witness or other authentication,
may be required or requested. No other choice form, including any pupil place-
ment law form may be used by the school system in connection with the choice
of a school.

(d) Return of Choice Form. At the option of the person completing the choice
form. it may be returned by mail or by hand to any school in the school system
or to the office of the Superintendent.

(e) Choices Not on Official Form. Exercise of choice may also be made by
the submission in like manner of any other writing which sufficiently identifies
the student and indicates that he has made a choice of a school.

§ 181.47 Prospective Students

Each prospective student, including each student planning to enter the first
zrade or kindergarten, must be required to exercise a free choice of schools be-
fore enrollment. Each such student must be furnished a copy of the prescribed
letter, notice, and choice form, by mail or in person, on the date the choice period
opens or as soon thereafter as the school system learns that he plans to enroll.
Each must be given an opportunity to exercise his choice during the choice
period. A prospective student exercising his choice after the choice period must
be given at least one week to do so.

§181.38 Choice May Not Be Changed

Once a choice has been submitted, it may not be changed for the school year
to which it applies, whether during the choice period, after the choice period, or
during that school year, except on request (1) in cases meeting the conditions
set forth in § 151.50 below, (2) in case of a change of residence to a place where
another school serving the student’s grade level is closer than the school to
which he is assigned under these provisions, and (3) in case of a compelling
hardship. A student who cannot enter the school of his choice because the
grade he is to enter is not offered at that school must be promptly notified as
soon as this is known and must be given the same opportunity to choose another
school as is provided a prospective student under § 151,47 above.
§181.49 Assignment According to Choice

No choice may be denied in assigning students to schools for any reason other
than overcrowding. In cases where overcrowding would result at one or more
schools from the choices made, preference must be given on the basis of the
proximity of schools to the homex of students, without regard to race. e¢olor. or
national origin.  No preference may be given to students for prior attendance at
a xchool if such preference would deny other students their free ¢choice of schools
under the plan.  In cases where this provision would result in unusual difficulty
involving, for instance, students not heing able to finish their <enior year in a
particular school, or students being unable to attend =chool with other members
of the same family, or at a school having special courses required hy a student,
the relevant facts may be brought to the attentinn of the Commissioner for con-
sideration of alternative procedures. .Any student whose choice is denied under
these provisions must be notified in writing promptly and given his choice of
each school in the system serving Lis grade level where spree is available,
Standards for determining overcrowding and available space that are applied




