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Mr. Sciprer. If this is an example of what vou are attempting to
do. does this not sort of knock your argument in the head a little bit?

Mr. Lisassi. The only thing the Department of Health, Educa-
tion. and Welfare is doing, where a school district or city operates
the =chool system in a way which increases or maintains segregation,
that would violate the Constitution. but where in a city such as the
District of Columbia 80 or 90 percent of the children are Negro there
isnot very much that a district can do.

Mr. Scurree. If you feel this is the answer to Chicage and other
places why would it not zerve the same purpose in Washington?

Mr. Lapasst In the city of Chicago there were districts or resi-
dent zoues around schools which could have provided for more inte-
gration than there was,

My, Scirmece. Bue vou feel that full integration of the schools is
the answer to all of the problems in education /

Mr. Lisasst. I think that the object has to be the improvement of
the quality of edveation.

Mr. Scnenee. But you feel you would obtain this by full integra-
tion of =chools to the extent where you might even have to transport
these children our of their neighborhood, past schools they now
attend in an exchange to ereate a balance?

My, Lapassi Let me say I think every child’s constitutional right
to equal educational opportunity ought to be fully protected. We
have many. many instances of children being put on buses, trans-
ported past schools to attend segregated schools and this was the pat-
tern for vears where Negro children were put on buses and driven
right past white schools to attend all Negro schools and people thought
that wasa good way to have educational systeins,

Mr. Scuerne. You thought that was wrong and now you feel this
is right?

Mr. Lipasst. T feel local school officials should take whatever action
in their judgment increases the educational opportunity for all chil-
dren in that district and if in their judgment it means children should
be transported on a bus, if that is their judegment, then I think that
12 what should be done.

My Scomiie. s it vone jridgnient or the asswmption of this law,
thar 1 this is ddone vor coudd ereate equality vou are looking for in
vour Deparinient

Mr. Lisassr, That is not the policy of the Department. The only
policy of the Department is where a local school district wants to
transport_children because they feel the children would get a better
opportunity, then the Federal Government is not opposed to getting
funds to do that.

Mr. Scuerce. You will force them to do that if you feel they are
not gerting the kind of education because you provide the funds to
run that school.

Mr. Linassi. We have not in any case required that in any north-
ern school district

Mr. Scrierce. What do yvou call the $30 million in Chicago?

Mr. Lipassz. We did require or suggest to the school officials in
Chicago that thev should put—they should bus the children. We
were simply at that voint trving to get information. What we have




